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XP REMITTANCES By MAIL. “A postmaster may en- 
close money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and trank the 
letter, if written by himself.”—Amos Kendall. 

Some of our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their 
letters. containing such money, he being abie to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 
but what refers to the subscription. [Am, Furmer. 














CONGRESS—Wepnespay, DecemsBer 11. 
_In senwaTe—The two senators from Louisiana ap- 
peared for the first time to-day i their seats. 


Mr. Benton offered a resolution calling upon the pre- 
sident of the United States for information.in regard to 
the Florida war—ihe number of massacres, particulars 
in relation to them, and the war, &c. The resolution 
was read once and laid upon the table. 


The president of the senate announced that a mes- 
sage Was i waiting from the president of the United 
States. 

Mr. Van Buren, the president’s private secretary, ap- 
peared with a message, which referred to executive bu- 
siness, the senate went into executive session, after 
which there was an adjournment. 


In THE HOVSE—After much confusion, the following re- 
sults were this day arrived at towards organizing the 
house of representatives. 

‘The right of Mr. Naylor, of Pennsylvania, to vote, 
was decided in the affirmative, ayes 119, noes 112. 

The right of Mr. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, to vote, 
was decided in the negative, ayes not one, noes 158. 

The right of Dr. Aycrigg, (whig), of New Jersey, to 
vote, was decided in the negative, ayes 117, noes 122; 
four of the whig claimants from New Jersey voting in 
the affirmative, and three of the administration claim- 
ants voting in the negative. 

The right of Mr. Maxwell, (whig), of New Jersey, 
to vote, was decided in the negative, ayes 116, noes 
122. The rights of the other whig claimants from 
New Jersey to vote, were decided in the same way. 

The chairman. (Mr. Adams), observed, that he con- 
sidered the decision unconstitutional, but as the majo- 
rity had reversed his decision, the vote of those gentle- 
men could not be counted. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr. Wise’s 
resolution, that the New Jersey members should be 
enrolled and take part in organizing the house, and it 
was decided in the negative, ayes 115, noes 118. No 
one voting from New Jersey, except Mr. Randolph. 


Mr. Rhett, of S. C. then proposed a resolution to the 
effect, that the clerk shouid call the names of all the 
members whose seats are uncontestéd, and that the 
members thus called shall bé a quorum to settle the 
claims of members—that Mr. Naylor’s seat shall’ not 
be included in the contested seats, and that'the quo- 
rum shall decide the contested elections before pro- 
ceeding to the election of a speaker. The yeas and 
nays were demanded upon Mr. Rhett’s resolution, 
which was decided affirmatively. 


The vote upon Mr. Rbett’s resolution;—the last 
clause of it referring to Mr. Naylor’s right to vote, was 
ayes 138, nays 92, 

Mr, Campbell, of Ten. has submitted an important 
proposition, that the house immediately organize by 
the appointment of a temporary speaker and clerk, for 
the purpose of receiving the message, &c. Afier the 
speaker is appointed and the house temporarily orga- 
nized for the purposes named, the contested seats are to 
be settled, and then new officers appointed. Mr. C. 
bers this the oniy way to get the house out of diffi- 
culty. 

Vou. VIL-~-Sie. 16. 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
EUROPEAN POWERS. 
Armies of European powers. According to the 
most recent, authentic and offical reports, (up to 
the months of January and February, 1839), the 
actual military force of the Germanic confedera- 
tion, including Austria and Prussia, consists of 
1,417,400 men, of which Austria furnishes 744,000, 
Prussia 451,800, and the states of the second and 


1|\third rank in the confederation the remainder, 


amounting to 22,210,000 men. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
British duties on bread stuffs. For the informa- 
tion of onr merchants we publish the following ta- 
ble, taken from Elliot’s British tariff. 


Table showing the rate of duty imposed in Eng- 
land on foreign wheat and flour. 

Whenever the average price of British. wheat 
shall be per qr. Duty per 66l. flour. 
Duty per ‘ io 196 lbs. 

$s. . 


$s. l. . Meee * 

at40 268 1 8 Of 

50 116 8 1 2 0% 

60 1 6 8 16 04 

65 ach ee 13 04 

66 . ve 12 53 

67 18 8 ll 23 
68 16 8 10 01 

69 13 8 8 23 

70 10 8 6 5 

71 6 8 4 0+ 

72 2 8 1 74 

and at and above 73 1 0 74+ 


Wheat, the produce of Canada or the British pos- 
sessions, in 5s. per quarter duty when the average 
price of British wheat is uuder 67s. at over that 
price the duty is 6d. the quarter or eight bushels. 


FRANCE. 

As the late harvest in Europe and the United 
States becomes more or less part and parcel of this 
question, I shall here refer to the present appear- 
ances in that respectin France and onthe European 
continent. A trifling diminution of the price of 
bread (one half cent on the four pound loaf), took 
place on the Ist instant. Since then the price of 
wheat in the Paris market, has, in a trifling degree, 
declined—not however, because of improved ap- 
pearances, but because that the quality of the article 
was inferior to that brought for sale previously. In 
truth there is no reason for departing in the slightest 
respect from the view I have already taken of this 
matter. The late harvest in France was a sufficient 
one, Lara still assured, but if so, nothing beyond it. 
Of this fact no doubt should be entertained. So far 
therefore from exportation from France being likely, 
the French government, dreading the consequences 
of the maintenance of bread at a high price, have 
ordered (indirectly) the purchaseof large quantities 
of grain abroad. 


From the coast of the Mediterranean and the 
Adriatic we have accounts down to the 2d inst.— 
They state, in substance, that the markets had not, 
in fact, risen, but that the holders of grain desired 
rather to keep than dispose of their article, antici- 
pating from England, and perhaps France, very 
arge orders a little later in the seasun. Thus, you 
will see that there is no change, and consequently 
no improvement in the state of our markets, and 
none probable. 


Our accounts from Constantinople are to the 27th 
ult. They repeat, that ‘‘the greatest apprehensions 
existed for the internal that inust elapse before the 
harvest of 1840 can be gathered.”” ‘That ‘already 
bread is double its ordinary price,” aud that it was 
only from Egypt they could hope for supplies—the 
markets of the Black Sea being exhausted or unap- 
proachable, from their extreme height.” 


The Paris correspondent of the National Intelli- 
gencer writes on the 12th November: 


The absorbing topic for the Americans here, as it 
was for you last month, is the suspension of specie 
payments inso many ofthe states. * * * * 

I have conversed with some of the most distin- 
guished bankers and merchants of this capital re- 
specting the present American monetary crisis, and 
have read all that has appeared inthe Paris journals 
on the subject. As for American credif here and 
throughout France, it is absolutely gone for a time. 
I cite the universal opinion. It is generally thought 
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that the New York and Boston banks cannot hold 
to their specie plan, which, however, is much ap- 
plauded, A streng sensation was experienced on 
the Paris exchange, and the French funds were un- 
favorably affected. . f ? Bee 5.% 
is painful enough to see, as we pass, the news pla- 
cards in the windows, in the ene characters, 
‘suspension of payments of the United States and 
other banks—destructive fires in seven citices—fresh 
troubles on the Canada frontiers,” &c. 

The London Sun of the 15th ult. says— 

There were 850 failures in Paris from the first of 
January to the first of November, and the losses 
amount to between 55,000,000 and 60,000,000 fr. 


AFRICA. 

_ The most distressing accounts have been received 
in France of the state of the health of the army 
in Africa. Private letters from Stora, dated the 
22d ult. state that the duke of Orleans, seeing the 
immeuse number of sick lying without any accom- 
modation at Philippeville, had freighted several 
vessels to convey part of them to Algiers, and 
which were towed to their destination by three 
steamers. The sick thus embarked amounted fo 
upwards of 600. The mortality of Philippeville 
had averaged between 13 and 14 per day. 


ASIA. 

The New York Commercial Advertiser says that 
the intoxicating preparation of hemp, so much em- 
ployed in Egypt and other Oriental countries, is 
coming rapidly into use among the Chinese, as a 
substitute for opium—for drunk they will get, it 
seeins, by one means or another. 

From Batavia, under date of July 26th, intelli- 
gence is received of a suspension of specie payments 
by the Java bank—caused, it is said, by the heavy 
drains of the povernanehi x grouay to defray the 
expenses of the war it is carrying on in Sumatra, 
where, as we learn, the Dutch are prosecuting a 
scheme of conquest ona pretty extensive scale. A 
remittance of three million of guilders was expected 
from Holland, but until its arrival the government 
was under the necessity of selliyg tin, spices and 
cotiee, of which it holds a monopoly. 


A late London paper, remarking upon the state 
of things in China by the last accounts, says:—*The 
trade remains suspended, with the utmost uncer- ° 
tainty asto the period when it would be renewed, 
but the Americans seems to have escaped with great 
ae froin all the consequences of this unhappy 
affair.”” 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
ARMY. 

Major general Scott reached Washington on the 
9th inst. from the north. 

General Clinch, late of the army now of Georgia, 
is also at the seat of government. 

The Chervkees. A detachment of 250 of the Ist 
regiment of United States dragoons under colonel 
T. W. Karney, immediately upon learning from 
general Arbuckle tnat distarbanees were appre- 
hended on the frontier, marched from Fort Leven- 
worth to take cognizance of the case. After scour- 
ing the region and ascertaining that no danger was 
to be apprehended, the detachment returned to the 
fort on the 20th ult. having been absent twenty- 
four days. The march back was made in nine 
days—distance three hundred miles. 


NAVAL. 

Commodore Elliott. A court martial has been 

ordered to convene in Philadelphia, for the trial of 

commodore Elliott. Commodore Warrington will 
act as president of the court, [ Boston Post. 


United States steamer Poinsett. The following 
details of the cruise of this vessel and the arduous 
services in which those altached to her have been 
engaged during the past season in Florida, are 
given in the Savannah Georgian: 

The United States steamer Poinsett, commander 
Mayo, arrived on the 30th ult. from the coast of 
Florida, where she has been engaged in the arduous 
duties of Me patina campaign, and A oe on her 
way north, for the purpose of repairing, as 
ae tre informed, ine so unseaworthy wrcougdlien, 
that those of her crew, who have escaped sa 
and yellow fever, are in imminent d r of 
wreck. When the Poinsett touched in’ 
spring, on her way to Florida, her officers antiti- 






pated returning north during the sickly season, but 
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the tragedy of the Caloosahatchiee, which was so 
distressing a violation of .the treaty of Fort King, 
seemed to give an opportunity for action, and her 
commander determined to risk the hazards of the 
season. p pon the receipt of the melancholy intel- 





Tigence alluded to, he retaliated by capturing imme- 
detely Tiger ‘Tall, a: nephew of Sain Jones, with 





to the Caloosahatchee, in search of those concerned 
in the butchery on that river; since then captain 
“Mayo’has ‘iti person conducted his barges five times 
into’ the everglades at as many different points, be- 
‘ing accompanied on these expeditions of danger by 
“fietitenant Handy, midshipmen Watkins, 
Murray, Caldwell and one of the medical officers. 
~The streams through which the boats passed 
‘were-in'many places so narrow that the oars could 
not be used, and the boats were dragged through 
by means of the overhanging limbs. Whatever 
‘hazard there might be in these expeditions, captain 
‘Mayo ‘did not. send his officers, but led thein to 
mett it. The next point which seemed to require 
attention, was Fort Lauderdale, near which the 
‘Indians were assémbled in considerable numbers, 
anc.an attack was apprehended upon that post, but 
captain Mayo reached there with two armed barges, 
before ithe Indians were prepared for hostility.— 
The gallant and efficient commander of Fort Lau- 
derdale, lieutenant Tompkins, has expressed in a 
very handsome manner his obligations to captain 
Mayo, for the prompt interposition which arrested 
the murderous purpose of the savages, and also sig- 
snified hissense of the manner in which lieutenants 
Davis, of the navy, and Sloan, of the marines, have 
aided him in all that con¢erns the welfare of the 
post... .. 

P Captain M. we are informed, has made what ap- 
peared the most judicious disposition of his crew 
and officers.. Lieutenant Davis, with two barges, 
and upwards of. thirty men being left at New river; 
‘Jieutenant Sloan, with as many marines, on the 
Miami river, and passed midshipman Thompson, 
with an armed barge and crew at Key Biscayne. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE. 

Boundary question. ‘The Fredericton Royal Ga- 
zette, in an article on the subject of the survey by 
the BritistY commissioners, says that ‘‘in the short 
‘space of three months since the arrival of lieut. 
col. Mudge and Mr. Featherstonhaugh in this pro- 
vince, they, with well organized and efficient par- 
ties, have examined the surface of the country, 
from the western termination of the bay of Chaleur 
to the western sources of the Penobscot and Chau- 
* dier; the whole of the Allegash country, from its 
source to its junction with the St. John’s, the line 
of the Roostuc from its extreme sources to its 
mouth; and that of the St. Joln’s river, from its 
sources in the highlands, which divide it from the 
waters of the Penobscot, along its whole course to 
thesea. To tbis laborious investigation they have 
added a critical examination of the line claimed by 
Maine as the true boundary intended in the treaty 
of 1783, from Elchemin river to the Metis lakes; 
. this last portion of the work being effected under 
circuinstances of great difficulty, and attended with 

tsonal sufferings. The line of country compre- 

ended in this description extends about seven hun- 
dred miles, along the whole of which barometrical 
admeastireiments have, we understand, been care- 
fully taken.” 

The same paper adds, “the great number of in- 
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the Coast; here they had scarce completed their Ob- 
servations, when. the winter set in. with great 
rigour, the lakes froze half over in one night, and 
Y other places they had to cut their way through 

e ice, eh 

“In their endeavor, Mr. F. and his son, being in 
advance, were separated from the test of bis party 
frost in the dreary wilderness, without even a 
blanket, they reached the settlement, at the mouth 
of the Metis, at a moment when it would have 
been dangerous to remain in the woods, unprovid- 
‘ed as they were, for upon ‘their arrival the snow 
storms set in with redoubled-force; to say the least 
of it, it was a great indiscretion to advance so far 
into an unknown and difficult country at this ad- 
vanced season; our woods at a later period, when 
the snow is glazed, can be travelled successfully on 
snow shoes, but a party at this season, merely fitted 
out for fine weather, is liable to destruction when 
suddenly surprised by deep snows, and hard wea- 
ther; little or no progress can be made under such 
circumstances and no one ean help them, for no 
one knows where to find them he party left 
this place in sleighs for Frederickton, in New 
Brunswick.” 

The honorable John Holmes is about to publish a 
work, entitled “The Statesman; or Principles of 
Legislation and Law of the state of Maine and of 
the United States.” 

The New York correspondent of the National 
Intelligencer states that the banks of Calais, the 
Medomk bank, at Waldoborough, the Frankfort 
bank, and the Agricultural bank, at Brewer, have 
all failed. He adds, ‘the bill holders will not 
loose much.” 

VERMONT. 

The Burlington Free Press, of the 22d ult. says: 

The legislature adjourned on Tuesday evening, 
after a session of six weeks, which has_ principally 
been devoted to the revised statutes. We are glad 
this subject is thus summarily disposed of. The re- 
vised code is to be immediately printed, and gointo 
operation on the Ist of July next, with the excep- 
tion of a few chapters, which take effect on the Ist 
of January. . 

Five banks have been chartered with the real es- 
tate and bond security provision, viz: at Danville, 
Montpelier, Rutland, Poultney and Felchville, in 
Windsor county. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Congressional election. According to the official 
returns of votes given on the I!th ult. for members 
of congress, the votes in the Ist district were for 
Abbott Lawrence, 4,963; Bradford Sumner, 3.665; 
scattering 12. Plurality for Mr. Lawrence, 1,298. 

In the 6th district, whole number of votes 7,662; 
necessary to a choice, 3,832. Osmyn Baker, the 
whig candidate, has 3,382; Rodolphus Dickinson, 
the Van Buren candidate, 3,023; Adolphus Dickin- 
son, probably intended for Rodolphus, 261; Henry 
Chapman, 348; Edward Dickinson, 397; Israel Bil- 
lings 148; scattering 108. No return was received 
from the town of Dana. The governor and council 
have appointed Dec. 23, for another trial. 

A good hit. The following hit at the late election 
in Massachusetts, which turned upon the license 
law of that slate, is published in oneof the Boston 
papers: 

Ship Massachusetts, once so sound, 
Neo more on steady course ean jog; 
Her crew have left her run aground, 





teresting facts, thus for the first time collected, 
must, we think, have.an important influence on the 
final decision of a question that many able men 
have in vain attempted to settle for near 60 years.” 
The Gazette’ expresses the hope that **matters 
in relation to the boundary tnay remain in their 
present quiet state until the governments of the 
two nations—to whom it alone belongs—have had 
sufficient leisure to weigh well the new evidence 
which ere long may be laid before them, as we 
have reason to know that the commissioners pro- 
ceed immediately to England.” [Bangor Whig. 
_. Extractftrom a letter dated Rimouski, November 
_ 9th, “The storm of the 7th has been the most 
furious one known on the coast for some time 
pasts and we expect to hear of disasters: the tides 
have nob risen, so bigh for ten years past. Mr. 
Featherstonhaugh, the boundary commissioner, has 
just. arrived, here from. below; this, gentleman, his" 
son, and.two,of his.people, were landed at old Bic 
_ a fortnight ago, from H,,M... brig Ringdove, and im- 
. mediately proceeded tothe Jast, settlements at the 
.oMetis,.uhder the guidance,of some Micmac In., 
» dians,,.and, hastily, provided, .they. by persevering. 
exertions, amidst very inclement weather, suc- 
» eeeded..in oyercoming alt, the slifficulties, of that 
most rapid and broken stream, tlie Metis, and got 


While quarrelling about their grog. 

The Massachuselis eye and ear infirmary have 
made a very gratifying report of the state of that. in- 
valuable (we do not think, We misapply the term) 
institution for the past year: 666 persons applied for 
advice and treatment, of whom 544 were out. door 
patients, and 122 house. patients. Of these, 555 
were afflicted with diseases of the eye, and 11k of 
the ear. We notice that the number of patients 
male and female, suffering by each calamity, was 
very nearly equally divided. [N. Y. Express. 

Fire at Newton. The extensive iron works of 
Otis Pettes, at Newton Upper Falls, were destroyed 
by fire last evening. It broke out near the engine- 
room, and in a few minutes the whole building, 265 
feet in length, including machine shdp, blacksmith’s 
shop, and two steam engines, was in flaniés—and in 
an hour and a half; was totally destroyed. None of 
the buildings in the vicinity, including the foundry, 
were injured. The loss of property by this fire ‘has 
been very great—-nearly $80,000 worth of machine- 
ry, speeders, &c. was destroyed, ~The whole. Jess 
ig estimated at nearly $70,000, of.which only 20,000 
dollars were insured. . By. this fire ‘also, nearly one 
hundred persons are-deprived ofemnploy ment, at this 
unfavorable season of the year, [Boston Journal. 

John Brown § Co... The | Philadelphia = Notth 


American publishes the following statement, illus- 





to the sources of the lakes about sixty miles from 


trating the disastrous results of forced sales of pro- 


ee 


«nts in times of severe pressure in the money mar- 
eet . 7 


The horse of John Brown & Co. whieh failed in 
‘Boston a few weeks since, were holders of stock in 
the “East Boston sugar refinery’? to the amount of 
“$310,000, at the appraised value of the shares by 
the assignees; being $2,350 per share. Ht was esii- 

d at this rate. among. the. assets of.the.estate 
from previous sales of the shares. This stock has 
been sold at auction at $751 per share, producing a 
loss to the creditors of upwards of $210,000 upon 
the single item. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Providence banks. Out of the twenty-one banks 
in Providence, the following seven redeem their 
notes in specie:. Arcade, Blackstone, Canal, Merch- 
ants, Mechanic and Manufacturers, Providence, Ro. 
ger Williams, and Traders. The currency of the 
place, however, continues in the notes of the non- 
specie paying banks. ' 

e Island banks. Statement of the situation 
of the banks of Rhode Island on Monday, Nov. 4th, 
1839, as the same appears from the returns made to 
the bank commissioners. 

LLABILITIES. 

Capital stock, 


$10,003,538 00 
Bills in circulation, 


1,722,126 25 


Balances due other banks, 661,244 34 
Net profits on hand, 505,336 98 
Dividends unpaid, 20,206 20 
Deposites on interest, 551,343 19 


Deposites not on interest, 758,094 60 





Total amount of liabilities, $14,221,889: 56 
RESOURCES. 
Loans and discounts, 


Specie in banks, 


$12,701,294 08 
399,520 82 


Bills on other banks, 287,201 53 
Balances due from other banks, 387,004 43 
Stock in own bank, 123,244 65 


Stock, real estate and other properly, 323,624 05 





Total amount of resources, $14,221,889 56 
Of bills and notes discounted, there is 


due out of the state,the sum of $4,901,593 52 
And payable in the state, 7,799,700 56 


Of the circulation, there is held by the 
bank, 269,412 58 
In the hands of the public, 1,452,713 67 
By comparing the above abstract with the’ re- 
turns made to the commissioners, Oct. 22d, 1839, it 
appears that since that date 
The circulation has been increased $29,152 25 
The specie has been increasetl 6,435 12 
The deposites including dividends un- 
paid have been reduced 
And the loans and discounts have in- 


62,550 51 


creased oe 
EORGE W. ’ missioners. 


Wm. PeckHAM, 
Office of the bank com’rs. Providence, Nov. 14, 1839. 
‘ CONNECTICUT. 

Harvard university. The library of the Harvard 
university contains 50,700 volumes; and by the trea- 
surer’s report, the funds amount to $679,059 34, ex- 
clusive of all buildings and lands appropriated to the 
use of the university, library, pictures, apparatus, 
turniture, &c. $228,392 81 of which is leit for the 
unreserved use of the college. ’ 

The Liverpool Standard, of the Ist inst. contains 
the following paragraph: my 

“Appalling fact. 1n North America, where ‘civil 
contract marriages’ prevail, in the state of Connec- 
ticut alone, there were no less than five hundred di- 
‘vorees in a circuit.” 

The U. S. Gazette, in noticing the above para- 
graph says: ‘‘We do not believe that the province 
and state of Connecticut ever granted half the 
number of divorces, from the days in which the 
people wandered ont of Massachusetts to settle 
among its hills and dale3 down to the present time. 
including even the season when Dr, Niles and bis 
party were dominant.” 

NEW YORK. 

State stocks. $100,000 New York state stocks, 
bearing interest at the rate of four anda half per 
cent. and issued in behalf of the New: York and 
Erie rail road was sold in New York.on Friday 
morning by Bleecker & Co. and bronght90 percent. 

Affairs of the patroon. A correspondent of the 
New York Times says: 

atroon, Mr. Van Rensselaer, having a largetract pf 
and in Albany county; sone say 24 miles: by 40; 
others lessen the quantity considerably; but cer- 
tainly einbracing the greater part of the towns of 
Rensselaerville, Kuox, Berne and Waterloo—leas- 
ed the land to farmers for.a great length of ume, 
and, in most cases, ata meré nominal reyt.. A 
condition in the leasés made it) obligatory on the 





tenants, if they sold out the lease, that one quarter 


“It appears that the old 
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of the purchase money should be paid to the pa- 
troon, who still retained his right-to the land. A 
large portion of this property has now become 
very valuable. 
urlng the life time of the old patroon, the te- 
nants had very little trouble. If they paid the 
small sum mentioned in the lease, well—if not they 
were never molested;—since the death of the old 
atroon, however, a different state of things has 
een ordered and the young patroon insists upon a 
strict fulfilment of the conditions of the leases.” 

The sheriff having been resisted in serving exe- 
cutions to recover the rents, proceeded to summons 
a forinidable posse cometatus, and placing himself 
at the head vf some six or seven hundred men, 
marched froin Albany to enforce the law. They 
found the road obstructed, however, and the tenants 
in much larger force, evincing determination to re- 
sist'to the lastextremity. Under those circumstan- 
ces the sheriff concluded to return, discharge his 

sse, and call upon the governor for military aid. 
Meantime, a compromise it is said was proposed 
between the parties. 

A second attempt by the sheriff with his posse, 
was equally unsuccessful. It is stated that they 
found the tenants embodied, as reported, a thou- 
sand strong, with two field pieces, arins, amunition, 
sc. In this state of affairs the governor found it 
necessary to issue orders for the militia, and as it 
would have been impolitic to take the force from 
Albany or its vincinity, two steamers were de- 
spatched with orders for the Ist division of artillery 
commanded by gen. Sanford, and include the bri- 
ees of gen. Hind and gen. Geo. P. Morris. 

hese troops are armed with muskets and take 16 
field pieces, and are to be accompanied by three 
companies of cavalry. ‘The whole number of men 
will be over 2,000. They are to depart on Tues- 
day morning, unless another boat which was to be 
sent down on Monday night, should bring counter 
orders. 

The vote of New York. The following table 
shows the votes given at the elections of 1838 and 
1839, for the respective parties, as derived irom the 
official canvass in each year: 








1838. 1839. 
Dist. Adm. Whig. Adm. Whig. 
Ist, 22,631 23,373 23,385 21,396 
2nd, 24,588 23,210 23,669 22,152 
3rd, 24,533 24,466 24,553 24,646 
4th, 23,865 24,366 22,933 24,012 
5th, 23,706 21,755 22,793 21,150 
6ih, 23,166 24,360 23,749 23,893 
7th, 22,811 24,321 22,831 24,049 
8th, 17,353 27,031 15,693 21,927 
182,461 192,882 - 179,606 183,225 
Whig majority in 1838, 10,421 
do. in 1839, 3,619 
Aggregale vote in 1837, 196,553 
uo, do. in 1838, 375,343 
do do. in 1839, 362,831 
[Albany Argus. 


The corporation of the city of New York have 
issued bonds to the amount of $1,300,000, which it 
is proposed to fund at 6 ner cent. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Election. The majority of general McCullough, 
(adin.) over general Irvin, in the late special elec- 
tion in Pennsylvania, was 101 votes. 

Duties in Philadelphia. The duties on imports 
for the third quarter of the present year, at 
the custom house in Philadelphia, amounted to 
$1,077,194 83. 

The jail at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, is at 
present without a prisoner—a circumstance that 

as not existed before for 15 years. 

Pennsylvania banks. The Pennsylvania state 
treasurer has addressed the cashier of a country 
bank the following letter: 

Treasurer’s office, November 20, 1839. 

Dear str: Enclosed, I return you a check on 
the Bank of the United States, it being for tax on 
the amount of dividend declared by the bank of 
which you are an officer, 

I have two objections to receiving the check.— 
The first is, that the bank had no authority by law 
to declare a dividend during the suspension of spe- 
cie payments; and second, the dividend declared 
in May will be required in specie. See the act of 
27th January, 1819. Yours truly, 

Dan’. STURGEON, slate treasurer. 

To —— ——, esq. cashier. 

DELAWARE. 

Honor to the brave, A sword was presented on 
Saturday last by the governor of Delaware to col. 
Samuel B. Davis, as a testimonial, from the legisla- 
ture of that state, of his galiantry in defending 
Lewistown from an attack of the British during the 
late war. The ceremony of presentation took place 
in the City Hall of Wilmington. 


MARYLAND. 

The Protestant Episcopal* convention for this dio- 
cess metin Baltimore last week, but failed to make 
choice of a bishop, a resolution was adopted, to the 
effect that the right reverend bishop Doane, of 
Med Jersey, should officiate until the vacancy is 

ed. 

Colonization. The fall expedition of the Mary- 
land state society, with colonists for Maryland in 
Liberia, was to sail from Baltimore or. the 13th iast. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio cunal. The breach in 
the canal is so far repaired that the water was to be 
introduced again this week. ‘ 
The Maryland state temperance society had an in- 
teresting session in Baltimore, occupying several 
days of last week. The proposed alteration in the 
pledge was discussed with great ability on both 
sides, and was finally determined in the affirmative. 

VIRGINIA. 

The legislature met on the 2d instant. ‘The se- 
nate organized by re-electing Mr. Nash, their 
former speaker, Mr. Hansford their clerk, and L. 
W. Allen, sergeant-at-arms. The house also re- 
elected their former officers, Mr. Gilmer, speaker, 
Mr. Munford, clerk, and col. Ward, sergeant-at- 
arms. 

Governor Campbell’s message was communicat- 
ed the'same day. It is a document of great in- 
terest to the people of the state. We shall en- 
devor to give an abstract of it in a future number. 

On the 3d instant, a bill was reported in the 
house by judge May for the temporary relief of the 
banks of the commonwealth. The bill provides 
that the banks shall not declare a dividend during 
their suspension. Mr. Sinith, of the Isle of Wright, 
moved a rigid substitute for the bill, which failed, 
and with some slight amendments, the bill passed. 

Mr. Watts presented the petition of Mr. Cun- 
ningham, contesting the seat of Mr. Allyn, the re- 
turned member from Norfolk. No day has yet been 
fixed for the choice of a United States senator. 

It is understood that Joun Y. Mason, esq. will 
be the administration candidate for United States 
senator. An unsuccessful attempt was made on 
the 4th inst. to fix the 9th inst. as the day to go into 
the election of senator. 

The hon, CHartes Fenton MERrcer, of Vir- 
ginia, has addressed a long communication to his 
constituents, announcing his determination to re- 
sign his seat in congress, as soon as the organiza- 
tion of the house of representatives is effected. 

William M, McCarty and Inman Horner, are an- 
nounced as candidates to represent the district; it is 
composed of Loudon, Fauquer and Fairfax coun- 
ties. 

The Wheeling Times says that the discharge of 
hands froin the large manufactories of that place 
still continues—a course to which the proprietors 
have been compelled by the pressure for money, 
and the difficulty of procuring materials. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The South Carolina legislature met at Columbia, 
in that state, on Monday last, and on Tuesday the 
governor transmitted his message to both houses, 
Speaking of this document the Charleston Courier 
remarks, “It is a dignified, sensible and business 
like document. The subjects of the tariff, direct 
taxation, and the bauking system are debatable 
matters, but they are temperately treated. We 
would sooner adopt the minimum of the existing 
tariff as a permanent regulation, than unsettle the 
question and involve the different sectiuns of the 
union in another perilous controversy. For direct 
taxation we have no relish—we believe indirect 
taxation the only practicable system for the sup- 
port of the general government, and that nothing 
would tend more to bring it into odium and endan- 
ger the union, than for it to assume the attitude ofa 
general tax gatherer. We doubt much whether 
the moneyed evils of the times are chargeable so 
much to any ‘inherent vice of the banking sys- 
tein’? as to the improper tampering with that sys. 
tem on the part of government. The removal of 
the deposites, the destruction of the U. States 
bank, as a national institution, the consequent 
multiplication of state banks, and the distribution 
of the surplus revenue, will in a great measure ac- 
count for our financial and commercial embarrass- 
ments. ‘The views of his excellency in relation to 
agriculture, education, the militia and brigade en- 
campments, the road system, and public executions, 
are highly judicious, and will we trust command 
the attention of the legislature. 

We are glad to perceive that his excellency has 
brought to the view of the legislature the necessity 
of crrnring the lien of the state on the Hamburg 
road. 

The view afforded by the message of the finances 
of the state is very favorable. Ayainst an aggre- 
gate debt $3,039,243 81, we show assets to 





3,630,830 21, being an excess of $591,530 40 in 


favor of the state. Part too of this debt is the de- 
posite of $1,051,422 09 of the surplus revenue of 
the United States, the repayment of which will pro- 
bably never be required. Besides this. indebted- 
ness, however, the state is responsible for the Ioan 
of $2,000,000 for rebuilding Charleston, and. the 
guarantee of the loan of $2,000,000 for the great 
rail road—but the funds provided for the redemp 
tion of these loans, are adequate to indemnify the 
state. , 
The bank of the state has done a good business. 
Its profits for the year amounts to $210,000. This 
sum has been carried to the sinking fund, which 
now amounts to $948,058 39, and. out of which 
$800,000 of the public debt will be redeemed on 
the Ist January next.” 

KENTUCKY. 

The legislature of Kentucky assembled at Frank- 
fort on Monday, the 2d instant. In the senate, there 
were three candidates run for speaker—namely, 
Hanson, of Clarke, and Johnson, of Shelby, (whigs), 
and Wingate, (Van Buren). A great number of 
ballotings had taken place without either obtaining 
a majority of the whole number of the votes cast.— 
On the last baliot, the vote stood, for Hanson 12, 
Johnson 7, Wingate 13. ’ 

In the house, a similar state of things existed.— 
Three persons were nominated for speaker—namely, 
Helm, of Hardin, Morehead, of Franklin, ( whigs), 
and Meriwether, of Jefferson, (Van Buren). The 
first ballot stood, for Helm 26, Morehead 28, Meri- 
wether 36. After a number of ballotings, which 
exhibited little variation from the above, Mr. Meri- 
wether requested his name to be withdrawn; when, 
onthe next ballot, being between. Morehead and 
Helm, (both whigs,) the latter was chosen speaker 
by a majority of 19. 

TENNESSEE. 

Spirituous liquors. They have a law in Tennessee 
regulating the sale of spirituous liquors. A propo- 
sition has been made at the present session of the 
legislature to repeal that law. Among the docu- 
ments bearing upon the subject is a report from the 
superintendent of the state’s prison. The report 
states that out of 154 convicts now in that establish- 
ment, sixty-one attribute their crime directly to the 
use of ardent spirits; sixty-six are habitual and eighty- 
two occasional drunkards, leaving only siz persons 
out of the whole number “‘who abstain from the use 
of ardent spirits.” 

OHIO. 

The legislature of Ohio convened at Columbus, 
on Monday, the 2d inst. The senate was organized 
by the appointment of William McLaugiilin, presi- 
dent, and Caleb J. McNulty, cleszk. The house was 
organized by the appointment uf Thomas J. Bucha- 
nan, speaker, and Asa G. Dimock, clerk The go-- 
vernor’s message was expected to be delivered on 
the next day. 

The banks in Ohio have generally resumed specie 
payments. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION, 

: IN SENATE. 

December 6.—Mr. Wright presented the creden- 
tials of Mr. S. S. Phelps, of Vermont, who after be- 
ing duly qualified, took his seat. 

Mr. Davis gave notice that he would, at the ear- 
liest period, bring in ‘a bill to remit such duties and 
to cancel such bonds as have been required of per- 
sons engaged in the whale fishery, and to restrain 
all further exactions of duties upon such vessels and 
their cargoes.” 

Mr. Benton also gave notice that he would bring 
in a bill for the armed occupation and settlement of 
that part of Florida overrun by bands of hostile In- 
dians, and a bill to define and establish the southern 
boundary line of the territories of lowa and Wiscon- 
sin: 

On motion of M. Wright, the senate then ad- 
journed. 


December 9. Mr. Prentiss, of Vermont, and Mr. 
Strange, of North Carolina, appeared in their seats. 











The chair informed the senate that this was the 
day set apart for the election of its officers, viz: 
secretary of the senate, sergeant-at-arms and door- 
keeper, and assistant doorkeeper; and that, if sena- 
tors were ready, they would please to prepare their 
ballots. 

Mr. Allen rose and said, before the balloting took 
lace, he was desirous of submitting a single reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait on 
the sn of the United States, and inform him that 
a quorum of the senate is assembled, and that the se- 
nate is ready te receive tog Mapai ome of an exe- 
cutive character he might be pleased to make. . 

No objection having been offered, the resolution 
was passed, and Messrs. Allen and Wright were 
named by the chair as the committee." © 





Mr. Tuppan subwitted the following résolution: 
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é Friday, Dec. 6. ‘The members elect of the house 


‘qualifications of all claimants to the seats contested on 


shoul 
_would the public business proceed? There ought 
to bea spirited effort to put an end, this day, to the 
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Resolved, ‘That the secretary-of war be directed to 
report tp pie epnae. wip would be. the eflect upon the 
military service cf a regulation by which all officers of 
the army, on arriving at sixty yeurs of age, shouid be 
esha to retire from’service on half pay; and what 
wuld be the probable atmnaal charge upon the treasury 
by such a regalation. © 
” ‘The'senate then proceeded to ballot for its officers 
for the 26th congress. | 
» On the first ballot, Mr. Dickins was unanimously 
re-elected secretary of the senate, and Mr. Haight, 
re a sergeant-at-arms, received 36 out of 37 
Votes, 

‘> For assistant doorkeeper there were three ballots. 
On the third of whieh, Mr. Robert Beale, having 
received 20 votes, was declared duly elected. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

December 10. The senate held an executive ses- 
sion to-day, and ‘no other business was done. 


—_—_—_— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


‘were called to order at noon this day by the hon. 
John Quincy Adams, chosen yesterday to be their 
chairman, who directed that the journal of the pro. 
ceedings of the four days gone by should be read, 
and it was read accordingly at the clerk’s table.— 
Considerable time was occupied in rendering it 
dnore accurate, by the offering of four several 
atiendments, on.each of which the vote was taken; 
after which — 

Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, rose and observed 
that it was his imtention to move that the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr lWise’s originally 
Mr. Graves’s), which the-chairman had announced 
us the motion pending from yesterday, be laid upon 
the table, with a view to enable him to oller the 
following, which he read, viz; 

Resolved, That the house will proceed to call the 
names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are not dis- 

uted or contested; and after the names of such mem- 
rs are called, and befure a speaker is elected, they 
shall, provided there be a quorum of such present, 
then hear, and judge upon. the elections, returns and 


this floor. 
Mr. Rhett observed that the resolution he had 


just submitted was substantially that which had 
been offered last evening by Mr. Adams, with that 
reviously offered by Mr. Wise, and with that of- 
éred by Mr. Graves. Situated as gentlemen now 
were, he conceived this to be the correct and 
honorable course to which their duty called them. 
Why should it be attempted or desired to exclude 
any portion of the documentary testimony in the 
hands of the clerk, and which it had been proposed 


when his remarks could not be replied to. A full 
opportunity would be. offered for the discussion 


posed of, 

The chair stated that the position taken by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was correct in prin- 
ciple, and that such ought to be the rule of order; 
but that the practice cf the house had béen different, 
and gentlemen bad very frequently been permitted 
to pielsre a motion to lay on the table by an argu- 
ment. 

Mr. Rheit said he should not add a word more, 
but would now move that the resdlution offered 
yesterday, by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Wise) be laid upon the table, to afford him an op- 
portunity to move the resolution he had read. 

Tellers were demanded, 

The chair appointed Mr. Davies, of Pennsylva- 
nia, and Mr. Dromgoole, of Virginia, to act as tel- 
ters. : 

The question was about to be put upon agreeing 
to the resolution, when 

Mr. Dromgoole observed to the chair that he had 
been appointed to act as one of the tellers, and was 
ready to discharge the duty assigned him, but de- 
sired first to be instructed by the chair how he was 
to perform it. He understood there were ten gen- 
tlemen claiming a right to seats as representatives 
from New Jersey, which of them was he to adinit 
to pass between the tellers? He was wholly unwil- 
ling to take the responsibility upon himself of de- 
ciding between the claimants, 

Mr. Adams replied (if correctly heard by the re- 
porter, for he spoke in a low tone of voice) that the 
chair conceived the rule to be that such persons as 
possessed commissions in conforinity with the con- 
stitution and laws of New Jersey were entitled to 
vote as members of the house, and that no others 
were entitled. This was his own apinion: and he 
expressed it with the more confidence because he 
had openly asserted the same opinion yesterday iin- 
inediately before the house had placed him in the 
station he now occupied. 

Mr. Dromgoole said he was ignorant who the gen- 
tlemen were who possessed such commissions he had 
seen none of the papers of the claimants, and did 
not know what they were. Was he to admit all 
who said they had commissions according to the 
laws of their state? Mr, D. knew no better how to 





discharge his duty as teller than before inquiry of 
the chair. 

Mr, Adams replied, but, owing to the loud von- 
versation which now arose throughout the hall, the 
first part of what he said was inaudible: when heard 








to lay before the house? What could be gained by 
excluding it? Nothing. While, on the contrary, | 
much might be gained by going into a fair and 
honorable exposition of all the grounds on which, 
on either side, the disputed seats of the New Jersey 
delegation were claimed. ‘The course proposed in 
the resolution would, he was confident, meet the 
wishes of by far the greater part of the gentlemen 
present. Some gentlemen, indeed, had said to him 
that such. a course would be wregular; but were 
they not all in a singular and irregular situation?— 
And if, under such embarrassing circumstances, 
every gentleman insisted upon standing out for his 
own. peculiar views, in every particular, when 

| they have peace or harmony, and when 


existing embarrassment, and make.a settlement of 
the lang disputed point before them, The policy 
he advocated was eminently a just one, whereas a 
contrary course would, in his estimation, be wrong, 
exceedingly wrong. It ought not to be presumed 
that any gentleman here had advanced a claim upon 
grounds which he did not himself believe to be per- 
fectly fair and honorable; he could not for a mo- 
ment doubt that all the gentlemen claiming the dis- 
puted seats believing themselves, in their con- 
science, fo be true and legitimate members of the 
house of representatives. 

Mr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, here rose to order. 
The gentleman’s notion was to lay a resolution on 
the table, and, by the rules of order which had yes- 
terday been adopted, was not debateable. The 
gentleman ought not to discuss his proposition thus 
in advance. 

Mr. Rheit replied that he had not yet actnally 
made his motion tu lay on the table, but had only 
indicated an intention to do so. He should make 
such a motion before he resumed his seat. But had 
he debated or discussed the resolution he had read 
to the house? ‘Had he entered at all into its merits? 
He ‘had not, nor did he intend to. He entirely 
agreed with the gentleman from Pennsylvania that 
it was wrong for a genfleman who was going to 
make a motion which preclided debate, to avail 


he was understood to say that it had been stated by 
the clerk that the commissions of five other gentle- 
men, whom he named, were inthe same words with 
that of Mr. Randolph, whom he had recognised as a 
inember. 

Mr. Vanderpoel took an appeal from the decision 
of the chair which he pronounced an act of usurpa- 
tion. The chair seemed desirous of putting a par- 
ticular set of claimants on the roll, and having them 
declared members in preference to their opponents. 
He bad been placed in the chair fer no such pur- 
pose—it was a gross act of usurpation, [Cries of 
“order’”’—others of *‘go on! goon!’’?] It was vir- 
tually declaring that the gentlemen from New Jer- 
sey should vote in their own cases, when a rule of 
order was staring the chairmanin the face which 
declared @irectly to the contrary. He appealed 
from such a decision. Were men to be suffered to 
vote in their own case? If they were, all he could 
say was, that it would present tothe world an un. 
Biscsee ser and, he would add, a shocking spec- 
tacie. 

Mr. Jthett read to the chair the rule of order re- 
fered to, which is in the words following: 

*‘No member shall vote on any question in the 
event of which he is immediately and particularly 
interested.”’ 

The chair replied that the rule did not apply to 
the present case, because it was not the representa- 
tives from New Jersey who were concerned, bat 
their constituents and theirstate. It was not these 
individuals own case; it was the case of their dis- 


‘trict, and of the state of New Jersey. 


Mr. W. Thompson, of South Corolina, contended 
that a member had as much right to vote on this 
question as auy other. When aman brought a re- 
galar commission from his state, he was clothed 
with all the rights of any other member of the house; 
and though Mr. T. should in such case decline vot- 
ing, yet if these gentlemen-chose to vote, theyshad 
a clear and indisputable right to do so. 

Mr. Mercer said that gentlemen were confound. 
ing two distinct propositions, and treating them as if 
they were but one. The first proposition was the 
appeal taken by the gentlemen from New York, 
{ Mr. Vanderpoel); the other was built upon it, viz: 








himself of his. position to discuss a proposition, | 


whether those who hol! regular commissions from 


alter the notion to lay on the table should be dis- 


the governor of New Jersey should be allowed to 
vote on that appeal. [Here Mr. M’s voice wag 
lost in the confusion that prevailed in the house,]— 
When again heard, he was undersfood to say that 
as to the charge of usurpation so warmly advanced 
by the genlleman from New York, that gentle. 
inan’s ownappeal was proof that it did not exist. 
Mr. M. while up, took occasion to reply to Mr, 
Rhelt’s remarks introductory to his motion to lay 
on the table. The main reason urged by that gen. 
tleman in favor of his own resolution had been that 
there was an a{tempt or desire, in some portion of 
the house, to exclude sonfe part of the evidence on 
which the two sets of claimants to the New Jerse 
seats founded their pretensions. Mr. M. utterly 
denied that any such purpose or wish had been ex. 
pressed by any body. Mr. M. had, indeed, called 
for the reading of the law of New Jersey previous. 
ly to reading the evidence on which the contestors 
of the seats rested their claim; but this was with no 
view to prevent the subsequent reading of that tes. 
timony, but only because he desired to have the evi. 
dence and the law placed in juxtaposition. He 
supposed, as of course, that all the testimony would 
be read, and why it had not been he knew not,— 
Nobody wanted to shut it out; on the contrary, he 
was utterly at a loss to coneeive how the question 
could be acted on without reading it. Mr. M. was 
extremely unwilling to have it supposed fora mo- 
ment that he had meant to exclude the reading of 
any documents belonging to the case. , 

Mr. Stanley wished to say a few words in reply to 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Vanderpoel); 
who had already, before he had been three days in 
the house, been referred to as one of the leaders of 
his party. The gentleman had volunteered here as 
the advocate of order and decency, and had now un. 
dertaken to read the gentlemen from New Jersey a 
lecture on the shocking enormity of voting in their 
own case. The chair, however, had very justly de- 
cided that to vote as to their right to the seats they 
claimed was not to vote in theirown case, bit in the 
case of their constituents, whose rights were at stake 
in this controversy. Mr. 8, wonld leave the ques- 
tion of propriety to the good sense and conscience 
of those gentlemen themselves; but his own judg- 
nent was, that if they declined voting on a question 
like this, they would prove. themselves unworthy of 
the seats they claimed—it would manifest to all inen 
that these were not the worthy descendants of those 
Jerseymen of the revolution whose name would ne- 
ver die. The gentleman from New York was_es- 
pecially indignantat the thought of the violation of 
precedent which the decision of the chair would sanc- 
tion. Indeed! And pray when had this new-born 
zeal of his for precedent arisen in the gentleman's 
bosom? Had not the gentleman been ali along rais- 
ing his roaring voice against the doctrine of prece- 


ident? Had he not sconted the very idea of resorting 


tosuch athing? But now he was shocked—cou- 
vulsed with horror—at the thought that precedent is 
to be violated! The gentleman had just returned 
froin an European tour—he was [resh, from the court 
of Victoria herself, and was of course well prepared 
to lecture us rude Americans on the laws of decen- 
cy, and fo instruct the chair in the principles of or- 
der. For one, Mr, S. was quite prepared to trust 
the course of the gentlemen from New Jersey to 
themselves. If they voted, it would not be in their 
own cause, but in the case of their state, their con- 
stitaents, and the constitution of their country.— 
Should they prove recreant at. such a moment, they 
would be unworthy of the state which gave then 
birth—a state, whose soil, as one of themselves had 
truly said, had been “drenched to. a mire with the 
best blood of her children.” , 

Mr. Briggs called for the reading of the clerk’s 
minute, stating the decision from which an appeal 
was taken, and it was read accordingly. 

He then expressed his hope that gentlemen would 
not confound the questions. before them, but that 
they would proceed according to the rules of order 
and right reason, and discuss only the question be- 
fore the house, What was the case? <A gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Vanderpoe!), had charged the 
venerable gentleman occupying the chair witha 
gross usurpation of authority: and on what ground? 
A motion to lay on the table having been made, and 
the question being about to be put, tellers had heen 
demanded; one of the individuals appointed as tellers 
had then risen and demanded instructions from the 
chair as to which of the ten candidates claiming 
seats from New Jersey he was to count: the chair 
had responded that, in its opinion, those only were 
to be counted on the vote who had. commissions 1 
conformity with the laws and constitution of New 
Jersey. From this decision of the chair the genile- 
man from New York had taken an. appeal, Now, 
Mr: B. wanted that gentleman to walk up here aud 
vote that those who possessed the constitutional and 





legal commission of the siate of New Jersey shoul 
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netéie perinitted to vote. He invited the gentleman 


- to come up to the mark.» He had taken an appeal 


from the decision of the chair, and pronounced it to 
be an act of gross usurpation to decide that such per- 
sons were entitled to vote. Mr. B. held the gentle- 
man to the true issue. Whether these individuals 
were, or, were not, interested in the result of the 
vote, was not the question. Thetrue question was, 
whether men duly commissioned from their state 
were or were not entitled to vote as her representa. 
tives; that was the question, the only question; and 
Mr B. again invited the gentleman to walk up and 
meet it. 

‘Mr. Granger, of New York, rose in reply to Mr. 
Vanderpoel. He said he had hoped, yesterday, that 
he might at length congratulate the nation on the 
fact that her representatives were now prepared to 
come up to their work and to say, distinctly and 
openly, who were, and who were not, to be permit- 
ted to vote here as members of congress. He had 
flattered himself that now, at last, they had reached 
a point where no man could hide himself behind the 
doubts or the arguments of a dead elerk, but that 
the record of their official action would be sent forth 
to an anxious and expectant people, What were 
they told? That gentlemen holding commissions in 
every respect as their own were not entitled toa 
vote in that house to lay a resolution on the table— 
and why? Because, behind the present question lay 
another, by which it must be decided whethera 
commission under the broad seal of a state of this 
confederacy, aud in all respects conformable to the 
requirements of her constitution and laws, was or 
was not to be received as entitling the holder.of it 
to take aseat in the preliminary stage of proceed- 
ings which immediately preceded the organization 
of this body. 

Mr. G, had hoped that his colleague, (Mr. Van- 
derpoel), who bad always expressed such peculiar 
adiniration for the dear people, would not-shrink, in 
this the very first act of the drama, from meeting 
the direct issue which was tendered to him. ‘The 
house had heard much about precedent. A gentle- 
man who, for the last three days, had been openly 
trampling upon all precedent as contemptible, now 
sought to shield himself behind this very doctrine of 


precedent to avoid a responsibility which he seemed; them only to decide. 


afraid or unwilling to assume. It seemed as if his 
colleague wished to secure the benefit of an act, 
without the courage for its execution. But if the 
honorable gentleman, who was so very tender on this 
subject of precedent, wanted a precedent for the vote 
of gentlemen claiming the seats of New Jersey, Mr. 
G. could favor him with one from the very highest 
democratic authority. The case he referred to had 
occurred some years agoin his own state. <A cer- 
tain gentleman had obtained a certificate of election 
in legal form, and, by advice of council learned in 
the law, had taken that commission with him to Al- 
bany to present it as evidence that he was a member 
of the state legislature from Ontario county. Ano- 
ther gentleman, from the same district, who had ob- 
tained an actual majority of the votes given, but 
whose name on some of the ballots had been written 
in an abbreviated form, had, on fhat account, been 
denied a seat upon the floor. The latter gentleman 
afterwards presented himself, and demanded that 
his case should be heard. In those days the assem- 
bly elected a council of appointment, which council 
wielded the whole appointing power of the state. 
They were the political warwicks of the day—the 
“setters up and pullers down of kings.” The gen- 
tleman who now occupies the-highest seat in this 
government was then attorney general of New York, 
and was the great legal adviser of his party, and it 
was by his advice that Mr. Allen had presented his 
regular credentials, and been adinitted on that rround 
to take his:'seat as a member. When Mr. Fellows, 
the candidate who had received the majority of votes, 
came forward and claimed his seat, it was insisted 
by his friends in the house that Mr. Allen, the oppos- 
ing. candidate, could not be permitted to vote on the 
question; but Mr. A. did vote upon all the inciden- 
tal questions touching his seat; and the house beine 
otherwise equally divided, his vote turned the scale, 
and the speaker of the house and the council of ap- 
pointment also were, in fact, elected by the vote of 
this very Mr. Allen. Yet the right of Fellows had 
been so clear, and his majority of votes so decided, 
that the committee of elections, in twenty-four 
hours, reported in his favor. Mr. Allen, whose vote 
had done such important service, was immediately 
Ousted, and his competitor installed in his seat. Yet 
the speaker retained the chair throughout the ses- 
sion, and all the appointments in the state were re- 
gulated by the will of that very council which Peter 
Allen’s vote had appointed. Of course that council 
did not disturb Mr. Attorney General in his place. 

ow, during this whole process nothing was heard 
about “the democracy,” nothing about “popular 
nights.” But Mr. G. would go further, This issue 





had been sent to the people—to the democracy of 


| Ontario, (and Mr.G. then belonged to the demo- 


eracy). The name of Peter Allen had been. piaced 
at the head of their ticket; and they carried him tri- 
umphantly in by a decided majority—this same Pe- 
ter Allen leading his ticket. ‘Thus had the demo- 
cracy of Ontario declared that the man who held the 
legal certificate of election was the man entitled to 
utter their voice on the floorof representatives. The 
gentleman had told the house a great deal about the 
‘popular voice.” Let Mr. G. tell that gentleman 
that there was a wide difference between respecting 
the popular voice and attempting to excite the popu- 
lac clamor. And who had this attorney general 
been? If there was any citizen who was absolutely 
free from all shadow of ambition to serve bimself at 
the expense of the constitution and the law, the 
gentleman from New York would readily admit that 
it was the present chief magistrate of this confede- 
racy. If the gentleman had any doubt, Mr. G. would 
refer bim to the proceedings of members of the last 
congress, which had been read by the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Cooper), and which would de- 
monstrate beyond all doubt or question that the prin- 
ciples of the purest democracy were not only held 
by that ‘distinguished individual, but concentrated 
and embodied in bis person. 

Mr. G. said he had referred to this case of Allen 
merely because he was desirous of presenting to his 
colleague over the way a precedent which he could 
not fail to respect. He really did not know why the 
people of Ontario had been so dead to their duty as 
to sustain a man who stood up for the rights of his 
own constituents by voting, as the gentleman would 
have it, “in his own case.’’?>. Whether it was that 
they had not had the advantage of listening to the 
very courteous and logical argument of the honora- 
ble gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Weller), or whether 
his honorable colleague was not, at that time, so 
deeply embosomed in ‘the democracy” asto be one 
of their constitutional advisers, he could not exactly 
say. 

Mr. G. held that if a question should come up 
which would directly touch their interests in this 
qnestion, it must rest in the consciences of those 
gentlemen claiming them. It was a question for 
If his colleague was ready to 
come up to the work, let him vote against laying the 
resolution on the table; and if he did not like it, let 
him move a resolution that they who hold the regu- 
lar comnmissions should not be allowed to vote; and 
then jet him go home and answer it to his constitu- 
ents,and to the sovereignty of the state of New 
York. Will he doit? Dare he do iv? 

Mr. Craig, of Va. observed that in all the ques- 
tions whic came up gentlemen would perpetually 
meet the same difficulty. Bring the question to 
what form they night, still it had to be decided who 
must vote upon it. Gentlemen said that, when the 
merits of the election came up, they would be pre- 
pared to meet the question. But why could it not 
as well be met now? Why could not the actual state 
of the polls as well be ascertained before the organi- 
zation of the house as afterward? The gentleman 
trom New Jersey (Mr. Randolph) seemed to think 
that Mr. C. had drawn his notions touching the 
New Jersey election froma ceriain blue-covered 
pamphlet with which the gentleman seemed to be 
very familiar. Perhaps it might beso. However 
it was, Mr. C. happened to think that the contestors 
ofthe New Jersey seats had a better right to them 
than the gentlemen who held the governor’s certifi- 
cates, and that the constitution gave to him and to 
the house the right to decide that question now as 
well as hereafter; and Mr. C. for one, was prepared 
to march up to the work. 

- Mr. Wise, of Virginia, said that if his colleague 
(Mr. Craig) was indeed prepared to decide the 
question who had the majority of votes in the New 
Jersey election now, he must be one of the most 
powerful and extraordinary judges that ever adorned 
the bench in any country. He would take the li- 
berty of asking his colleague what evidence he was 
in possession of on which to decide so weighty a 
question? 

[Mr, Craig here interposed toexplain. He had 
only meant to say that he was as ready to hear evi- 
dence in the cause now as he should be hereafter. ] 

Mr. Wise said that hé had understood the gentle- 
man as averring that he was now ready to mareh up 
to the work and decide the question. 

[Mr. Craig again observed, that though he had 
Said he was ready to march up to the work, he had 
meant the work, first hearing the evidence, and then 
deciding on it] 

Mr. Wise inquired whether his colleague was in-. 
fotmed of the presence of any evidence touching the 
merits of this election. Mr. W. had only heard as 
yet about the prima fucie evidence on which seats 
were to be taken, and he believed that nobody pre- 
tended that any evidence was in existence to show 








fraud in the credentials which had_ been produced. 
He appealed to his colleague, and he did it in a. good 
spirit, in the spirit of brotherhood and kindness, 
whether this was acting the part of a judge. Would 
his colleague pretend that he was in a condition to 
pass on this question before he had taken the oath 
of office? No. . Neither that gentlemen nor himself 
were to be intrusted with the decision of so momen- 
tous a question till they had given that pledge which 
the constitution required at their hands. If, on the 
exhibition of mere prima facie evidence, his col- 
league was prepared to give judgment as to the ul- 
timate merits of the cause, he coulddo far more than 
Mr. W, could pretend to. 

But Mr. W. had not risen at this time for the pur- 
pose of answering his colleague... The house had 
now arrived at last at that position which Mr. W. 
had predicted they, must come to. He had told the 
clerk some days ago that he might as well decide the 
question first as last, beeause, debate the matter as 
long as they might, the decision of it must, after all, 
come back tothe chair. The clerk had anticipated 
the verification of that prediction, and had escaped 
from the approaching dilemma by deciding that he 
could put no question to the house, save a question 
ofadjournment. Mr. W’s prophecy had thus failed 
of fulfilment so long as that gentleman presided over 
the house: but now it was fully accomplished. The 
decision of the clerk had thrown the house on the 
law of necessity. Mr. W. said that, when he saw 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 4dams) 
rise, yesterday, in his place, hope, at the same time, 
arose in his breast.. As he gazed upon his figure, 
he seemed to imagine that he beheld the honors 
which had thickened around him. He contemplat- 
ed him as a personification of the past, and though 
many prejudices had once combined against the 
person and the fair fame of that venerable individual, 
they were ali caused by and connected with scenes 
and interests that now were past. Yes, sir, (said 
Mr. W.) you have passed the bour of aspiration— 
aud when I saw you rise -in this house, enriched 
with the knowledge and experience of a public ser- 
vice of forty years, I did think that every man on 
this floor, as he fixed his eye upon you, hoary with 
age and the gathered knowledge of a long and event- 
ful life, could not bul ask himself, what would our 
fathers have done? Would they have sat here. four 
days in vain and useless discussion, unable to orga- 
ganize themselves for the public service? No—ne- 
ver. And, sir, in the spirit of your presence, the 
house at once seemed to revive, and, with a unani- 
mity by which gentlemen have done themselves last- 
ing honor, they placed you, with one accord, in that 
chair. Sir, I regard it as the proudest hour of your 
life, and if, when you shall be gathered to your fa- 
thers, I were asked to select the words which, in my 
judgment, are best calculated to give at once the 
character of the man, I would inscribe upon your 
tomb this sentence, “J will put the vote.” ‘That 
was all that was required, that wasall that was need- 
ful to. break the spell that bound us in inactivity. It 
only needed that one manly soul should arise and 
assume that patriotic responsibility. You assumed 
it, aul now my hope is that you will adhere to that 
moral courage which prompted your action, and go 
on in the same spirit to the upright and undeviating 
discharge of your duty. 

A gentleman has now made a motion to lay on the 
table the resolution I offered. Some preliminary 
vote must be taken, unless you shall determine that 
both parties claiming seats shall stand aside. If the 
yeas and nays are called for, the requisite number 
may direct that they be taken, but without a preli- 
minary decision it cannot be done. _ In the mean- 
while, tellers bave been demanded, and you have 
appointed them. They are bound to count the gen- 
tlemen who pass between them, and to report the 
result to you: and then, if it shall appear that more 
individuals have passed between the tellers than are 
recognised by the constitution as being. of right 
inémbers of this house, the question will then arise 
in an orderly inanner, which of all these are to be 
recognised in the count, and the decision of that 
question must at last come back to yourself. And 
how are you to decide it? Obviously by looking 
into the testimonials of membership produced on 
both sides. ‘The abstract question you have already 
decided, namely, that those who exhibit testimonials 
in conformity, with the constitutional laws of New 
Jersey, shall be recognised as members and permit- 
ted to vote. It will be for you to apply the princi- 
ple you have laid down to the case of each iniivi- 
dual claimant. In making this decision, the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr, Vanderpoel) says that 
you have been guilty of usurpation. Now, T am 
very certain, from my knowledge of that gentle- 
man, that he did not mean to use that word in any 
sense offensive to the chair, and I am sorry thatit 
appears so to have been taken. I have known vat 
gentleman during the hottest periods of our political 
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éontests in this house, and I repeat the assertion, 
that I am confident that he meant nothing personally 
offensive to you. But how stands.the fact? Is a 
decision ‘given from necessity in a state of things 
where there is no law to apply to the case, to be de- 
nounced as ai act of usurpation? If that gentleman 
will’ show me how this question can be settled in 
any other mariner than by a decision of the chair, I 
shall be very | d, and will return him my hearty 
thanks. -He has taken an appeal, but his appeal 
will only bring ts to the same result. He may call 
for tellers, but the house cannot decide who are to 
be counted; arid either the question must never be 
decided, or it must be decided by the presiding offi- 
cer; for there is, in the nature of the case, no other 
judge. kit vem ot the act which you perform is, after 
all, but a ‘mitisterial act, and one which ought to 
have been performed by the clerk. He refused to 
pavers it, and the house has thrown that responsi- 
ility upon you. It will at last be a judicial act, 
and surely that is no usurpation which is done from 
necessity, and which gives toa sovereign state of 
this confederacy its representation upon this floor. 
But, on the contrary, it would be a usurpation of the 
most dangerous kind, whether perpetrated by one or 
by many, to deprive that state of the representation 
to which she is entitled by the constitution. I might, 
in an extreme case, tolerate a dictator who would 
secure the rights of a state, but I never can tolerate 
a dictator who uses his absolute power only to de- 
ih her of them. It is most plain that if the state 
chosen her representatives and has duly certified 
her choice in all the forms of law, she is entitled to 
her due number of representatives here: neither 
Jess nor more. We can have but two hundred and 
forty-two members in all. If you admit five less, 
five votes are lost. If you admit five more, five 
votes still are lost. I hope we shall receive the pre- 
cise number, neither less nor more. And I further 
hope that, having made a correct decision, you will 
adhere to it with that firmness and courage which 
becomes you as having been constituted the arbiter 
of order. 

Mr. Francis Thomas observed that he was very 
reluctant to take any part in this debate, for he was 
sensible that very little new could be said by any 
body on the subject; but yet he could not sit tamely 
oa and see it decided that the claimants to seats froin 

ew Jersey should dispose of a question im which 
they are personally interested. Before he proceeded 
to treat of this question of order, he hoped he might 
be permitted, as latitude had been allowed to others, 
to say a few words looking to the merits of this 
controversy. It has been said from one side, that 
this house has no evidence in its possession by 
which the. truth of the certificates of, the governor 
of New Jersey to the five members who claim seats 
under it can be controverted. Now, said Mr. T. is 
that the fact? Itis true that this house is not advis- 
ed of matters justifying a resistance, in limine, to 
the rights claimed under these certificates. Have 
we not that before us which should make an upright 
and impartial judge refuse to decide the question in 
favor of those who claim under the governor’s cer- 
tificate, until he has examined further? Is there a 
member here who does not know that there are facts 
not on the face of the certificates, which are mate- 
rial to the truth of this issue? Isit not notorious 
that a majority of the popular vote of New Jersey 
was given to the five gentlemen who caine here as 
representatives from that state, who have not the 
- certificates of the governor? Had not the governor 
of New Jersey himself adinitted this in his several 
messages? 

[Mr. Graves rose to a question of order. The 

ntleman was debating the merits of the question 
as to the elections in New Jersey, which was not 
before the house.]} 

Mr. Thomas said that, if the gentleman would 
yrs: him to go on, he would show that in the na- 

ure of the main question was to be found proof that 
the gentlemen are interested in the decision of the 

uestion now before us, and are, therefore, under 
the rule, precluded from voting. 1 put it to this 
house, Mr. T. said, if we have not before us 
facts which should make us all pause if we would 
do justice. I would give the seats to neither party 
for the present. But have we not the evidence of 
the governor himself that the five gentlemen to 
whom he gave his certificates did not, and that the 
other five gentlemen did, receive a majority of the 
popular vote? Did not the governor, in the labored 
argument he made on the occasion, express his re- 
gret that the technicalities of the New Jersey laws 
prohibited him from doing justice to the gentlemen 
who had a majority of the popular vote, and console 
himself with the belief that the congress of the U.. 
States, who would be bound by no such restrictions, 
would, on hearing the evidence, award to them their 
seats? Besides the evidence of the governor of 
New Jersey himself, what other testimony is before 


| interested.” 


us entitled to consideration? We have the certifi- 
eate of the secretary of state of New Jersey, verifi- 
ed by the bread seal of the state, that he has in his 
office a file of the original poll books of the elec- 
tions, by which it appears that these same gentle- 
men, whom this house is called on to exclude, re- 
ceived a majority of the popular vote. 

Mr. T. said he knew that it had been averred 
that illegal votes were given in the two election dis- 
tricts the returns of which were suppressed, which, 
if deducted from the whole number of votes given, 
would leave a majority of votes in favor of those to 
whom the governor awarded the certificates. But, 
said Mr. T. the governor himself, in the statement 
he has given, never said one word about illegal 
votes, and that is not now the question before the 
house. We are not now about to decide upon the 
elections; we are about to decide on the returns.— 
Before the final question as to illegal voting is de- 
termined, we must elect our officers, that we may 
conveniently collect testimony. 

How do I (asked Mr. Thomas) connect these re- 
marks with the quéstion of order? The gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise) has offered a sesolution 
that five of the claimants from New Jersey shall be 
treated as members.. This resolution the gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Rhett) moved to be 
laid on the table. The motion for laying the reso- 
lution on the table is, in effect, as mucha motion 
to reject it as it would be if we had the proposition 
itself directly before the house on its adoption. All 
these rights arising from an occupancy of seats on 
this floor, are, therefore, involved in this question. 
What are those rights? A member of congress has 
certain personal privileges, and when he has taken 
his seat he has these personal rights to protect, as 
well as his political rights, which he shares with his 
constituents. He need not dwell to enumerate those 
personal rights. They would occur readily to every 
intelligent person. ‘They were privilege from ar- 
rest for debts, title, pay and others of like charac- 
ter, all of which were valuable and protected by 
law. And yet gentlemen not only contend that 
these rights and privileges shall be secured to the 
parties by their own votes in the first instance, but 
they tell us that, when once sworn in, these Jersey 
candidates are to assuine such a position as to main- 
tain their seats by their own votes, throughout the 
session. No one gentleman is to vote in his own 
case. But four of the New Jersey members might 
vote upon the case of one of them as it arises, and 
thus they are to elect a speaker and other officers 
and afterwards reject or pass all the measures we 
are to have before us. A more monstrous doctrine 
he never before heard advanced. Mr. T. here al- 
luded to the declarations made by the gentleman 
froin South Carolina, (Mr. Thompson), and said it 
yave him pleasure to hear that gentleman declare 
that delicacy as wellas the feelings of a man of 
honor would prevent him from voting under these 
circumstances, although he believed that the rule 
strictly construed, did not forbid it. 

Mr. T. asked if any member could take the 
epeaker’s chair with that generous exultation which 
ought to be felt by any one called to preside over 
such a body, if elected to it by such means. I must 
protest (Mr. T. said) that the chairman (for whom 
I must always manifest personal respect) has 
usurped power in this instance that does not belong 
to his office. He has undertaken to draw this ques- 
tion within the vortex of order, and to decide that 
which the house itself only can decide; he has un- 
dertaken to throw the weight of his character in the 
scale against us, and to determine who shall be al- 
lowed to vote as members of this house. In conclu- 
sion Mr. T. invited the members to read the rule 
and have the facts inview. The factsare, that five 
gentlemen from New Jersey claim seats on this 
floor, under the same evidence, and the chair de- 
cides that they can not only vote for each other, 
but that each can vote for himself. The rule is, 
that “no member shall vote on any question in the 
event of which he is immediately and particularly 
Now, if these gentlemen have not an 
immediate, a particular and personal interest in ob- 
taining seats on this floor, then he could not con- 
ceive of a case to which the rule would apply. He 
was in favor of requiring all the claimants from 
New Jersey to stand aside, as in such cases has 
always been done in the house of commons in Eng- 
land till the questions are decided in which they are 
particularly concerned. { 

Mr. Hoffman said he had not risen to make a 
speech; but simply for the purpose of recalling the 
attention of the house to the question presented, 
and, which, if he understood it, was in the follow- 
ing shape: 

A gentleman was asked by one of the tellers-ap- 
pointed by the chairman to take the vote, who were 
authorised to be counted?) The chairman decided 





that the members holding the legal certificates were 
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whether thgge gentlemen would or wonld not exer. 
cise that right. The only question was, is the de- 
cision of the chair correct? Had the chairman a 
right to. decide who were entitled to vote? How 

then, was this question presented? Upon the one 
side (continued Mr. H.) you are to determine that 
the sovereign state of New Jersey shall be disfrar.- 
chised, and no one shall vote; or, on the other, if 
she was. entitled to a vote of six representatives 

who shall give that vote—those holding the certifi. 
cates drawn up with ali the regular forms accord. 
ing to the law of that state and the constitution. of 
the United States, or those who presented a certifi. 
cate signed by an officer without power and authori- 
ty to give it, and whieh, as yet, is unbacked by 
testimony? That was the question presented to you. 
Could you orany other man have decided between 
these two questions otherwise than as you did de- 
cide? And the question now is, was that decision 
correct, 

The gentleman fiom Virginia has said that this 
question should be postponed until we had heard 
the testimony—that itis enough that the seat is con- 
tested to deprive the state of New Jersey of her 
representatives. I answer, that if the mere fact of 
a seat being contested is to deprive New Jersey of 
five of her representatives, then that contest has, 
before it is decided, all the power and omnipetence 
of a judgment, and you do as much wrong to the 
representatives of a free state, or to the free state 
iiself, by depriving them of their seat for one in- 
stant, as if you deprive them of it for a whole 
year. Yet, says the gentleman, wait till we have 
the testimony, and then we can judge; and. the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. F. Thomas) in the 
very next breath, says you cannot determine that 
question until affidavits have been taken, and the 
poll-books and the witnesses examined. Before 
whom? Before this house? Are we in a situation 
to read, digest and pruperly to note the "discordant 
testimony which may be given? Are we in a situa- 
tion to examine witnesses at this bar? Hf that is 
true, then forever banish your comuittee of elec- 
tions, for such a committee must for all future time 
be unnecessary. The house, at the commence. 
ment of every session, must sit here month after 
month, or at least until every disputed question of 
election can be settled, before it ean be organized. 
It is fair and honest, says the . me from Ma. 
ryland, that this shonld be done. I feel myself 
unable to compete with that gentleman in force of 
argument or power of language, but he will per- 
mit me to reply in language so much stronger and 
betterthan any I could use, that it must carry con- 
viction to my mind, at least, and probably to the 
minds of all the members of this house. I read, 
therefore, as part of my remarks, the following 
words, inserting only the words, *‘New Jersey” in- 
stead of ‘*Mississippi.” 

“One of the members elect from Mississippi has 
already told you he will repair to the table tobe 
sworn, And inthis he is right. Who shall in- 
fringe the principles for which he contends? He is 
one of the chosen representatives of the people of 
Mississippi. He has wilh him a certificate of elec- 
lion signed by the governor of that state. He ap- 
pears here, with his colleague, with the same power to 
lake his seat thai we each have. And they have as 
much authority to question our right to be sworn as 
we have todispule theirs.”’ 

Is not this conclusive? (continued Mr. H.) If 
the language itself is not so, I will give the name 
of the gentleman who uttered it. It is the lan- 
guage of the honorable member from Maryland, 
(Mr. F. Thomas), who has just addressed the 
house. He it was who thus put his foot down, and 
stood upon the certificate issued by the governor, 
and fearlessly and triumphantly demanded who 
dared infringe thatright. I take the extract of the 
report of a speech made by that gentleman in the 
case of Claiborne and Gholson, as published in the 
Globe, and I take it therefore to be correct. 

Mr. Thomas asked leave to explain. And Mr. 
Hoffman having yielded the floor for that purpose— 

Mr. T. said that the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Hoffman) certainly did injustice to himself in 
adopting his speech as an argument. He was sure 
Mr. H. could make a much abler argument than any 
he could find in his (Mr. T’s) speeches. 

The character of the lation referred to was 
that of enumeration; he was enumerating the 
causes why those gentlemen were entitied to their 
seats, and the most paramount of them all was, 
that they were the chosen representatives of ‘the peo- 
ple of Mississippi. They came here with commis- 
sions from the governor of that state, and then 
there were no claimants. Such was not the fact 
here. The remarks which had been read had been 
delivered at the special session. 


entitled to vote; and, from this decision, an a 
was taken. 
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{Some conversation followed not heard by the re- 
rter.] — . 

Peer. ‘Hoffman continued. I have alluded to'this 
speech in no spirit ofunkindness, I did so because 
I was well aware that any language which that 
gentleman used wonld have weight with one por- 
tron of the house, at least, for its orthodoxy, and 
that it would have weight with avother portion of 
the hottse for the apparent candor and sincerity 
which mark allhe says. But even with the expla- 
nation Which he has given, I understand that the 
one reason he assigned was, (and here, he says, 
fies the difference between that case and the pre- 
sent), that these men for whom he contended were 
the chosen representives of the people. That was 
the foundation of his speech. But what evidence 
had he that they were so? Did it not come back to 
the very evidence offered by him that the gentle- 
men claiming to be sworn ‘had the certificate of 
election signed by the governor of the state?” 
They were chosen representatives—they had the 
certificate, which was evidence that they were 
chosen; and, having proved by that certificate that 
they were so, he asks, “who are you whw dare dis- 
pute this right? How dare you question my certi- 
ficate, given under authority as great and solemn 
as your own?” Does the gentleman reinember that 
the very foundation of his argument proved to have 
been laid in the sand? for that very house deter- 
mined that they were not the chosen representa- 
tives of the people, and sent them home to pass 
again through all the forms of election. 


(it was here suggested to Mr. Hoffman that this 
took place at the second election for members for 
Mississippi.] 

Mr. Thomas said there were two elections held— 
one preceding the extra session, and one succeed- 
ing it. At the extra session the seats were given 
to these two gentlemen. 


Mr. Hoffman said, probably the gentleman was 
right. 

Several expressions fell from members in differ- 
ent parts of the hall, which the reporter could not 
hear distinctly. 

When Mr. H. proceeded. 

The argument is strong enough without stating 
any thing that is incorrect. My recollection is, 
that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson presented them- 
selves at the bar by virtue of a special election— 
that, after that, a new election was held, and that, 
at. the second election, treating the first one as void, 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word were elected. When 
the latter gentlemen presented themselves here to 
claim their seats, Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson 
contended that their election for the extra term was 
good for the whole term. ‘The question came be- 
fore the house. The kouse determined that Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson were not elected, and finally 
sent thei home for re-election. I believe that to 
be the facet. The house determined that they were 
not the chosen representatives of the people, and 
sentthem home. But, be that as it may, does not 
the whole argument of the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. F. Thomas) go upon the ground that the 
certificate of the governor showed that they were 
the chosen representatives of the people of Missis- 
sippi, and that they had a right to ask the boldest 
of their opponents, what right have you, holding 
acertificate no greater than mine, to dispute my 
seat? Are youamember? SoamI. Have voua 
certificate? Sohave I. Is yours a sovereign and 
an independent state? Sois mine. Has yourstate 
spoken ‘through the channels which she herself has 
pointed out? So has mine. And what right have 
you tosend me. home, who come here under the 
authority of a state of equal sovereignty—a state as 
independent, as proud, and as gallant as your own? 
This, sir, isthe argument of the gentleman fiom 
Maryland; and whatever may have heen the sub- 
sequent termination of the matter, it cannot take 
away one iota froin the power and the conclusive- 
ness with which it was then urged. But does not 
the gentleman from Virginia see that this question 
is to be never-ending: that witnesses are to be ex- 
amined: that months and months may be consumed, 
if we depart from establishing precedents for a mo- 
ment, and refuse to stand by the certificate? That 
inust be our rule of conduct, and by that alone we 
must abide. 

This case 1 liken to the case of the judgment of 
a state court, as conclusive and binding until that 
judgment be reversed or repealed by a court hav- 
ing appellate jurisdiction. Every act under that 
Judginent, until it is reversed, is binding. Execu- 
tion issued to a sheriff must be served—and exe- 
cuted at his peril. Is there an appellate court 
here? There is. That appellate court is the con- 


gress of the United States; and, when we are or- 


ganized—when the chief justice has taken his seat 
—when the case is cailed and the testimony and 


| arguments shall have been heard, the judgment of 
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the state court may be affirmed or reversed. But 
until then it is binding and conclusive. 

{Mr. Hoffman, in answer to the remarks of Mr. 
Vanderpoel, and Mr. Vanderpoel’s rejoinder, _al- 
though in type, for want of room, are unavoidably 
postponed till onr next ] 

Mr. Biddle, Mr. White, of Va. and Mr. Duncan, 
continued the debate until the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Dec. 7. In the course of the’ morning 
-Mr. Adams addressed the house in explanation 
of the reasons of his decision of yesterday, and 
afterwards on the general subject of the existing 
embarrassment in the business of the house.. We 
regret that, owing to the position of the reporters’ 
seats, it is peculiarly difficult to hear with dis- 
linctness what is said frou the chair, owing to 
which, as well as to the oceasionally low tone of 
voice, in which Mr. A. spoke, it was scarcely pos- 
sible to catch all he said. We present the follow- 
ing as exhibiting at least the substance of his ad- 
dress, so far as it could be heard: 

The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Dromgoole), 
when he had been appointed to act as one of the 
tellers, inquired of the chair whom of the members 
from New Jersey he should count? and added that 
he should count all the gentlemen from New Jer- 
sey who might present themselves to pass between 
the tellers, unless otherwise directed by the chair, 
or, perhaps he said, by the house. And it was on- 
ly because the gentleman expressed a determination 
to count as members those who, in the judgment of 
the chair, were not entitled to be so counted, that 
that decision of the chair was given from which an 
appeal has been taken. The chair felt compelled 
to say that the gentleman from Virginia could not 
do as he intended, if he acted constitutionally, be- 
cause, according to the constitution, the state of 
New Jersey is entitled to but six members in 
all, whereas, besides the meinber from that state 
already called, ten gentlemen claimed to be re- 
cognised as her representatives here. This de- 
claration of his was the sole cause why the chair 
made any decision in the matter. The chair- 
man had no thought of usurping any power what- 
ever; for he was aware, at the time, of what has 
since followed, viz: that an appeal would be taken 
from his decision. It was merely the expression of 
his opinion, which it was for the meeting to con- 
firm or to reverse, at their pleasure. As to the char- 
ges of usurpation, of ‘monstrous usurpation,” 
which have been so loudly sounded within this hall, 
so far as they are personal to the chairman, he will 
only reply that, if the gentlemen who have made 
them have thought by them to intimidate him in the 
discharge of his duty as he understands it, they 
are mistaken. And now as to the exceptions taken 
to that decision itself: the chair believes that there 
exists much more of heat than of diversity of opi- 
nion on the principal matter at issue in this meet- 
ing. The decision can have no effect upon the 
main question between the parties, which of the 
two sets of claimants from New Jersey shall vote 
in the election of a speaker. The chairman under- 
stands himself to have been placed here for the sole 
purpose of organizing the house. The moment that 
object shall have been effected, his power will cease. 
As sooti as the roll shall have been called through, 
and the house constituted, the chairman will call 
upon them to elect a speaker, a3 required by the 
constitution of the United States, and by the Slst 
rule of the house that election must be made by the 
nominal calls, answered viva voce: and then, if it 





shall appear that any gentleman have votedto whom 


ing tothe laws of New Jersey, the chair would: 
again state his conviction that there is here upon 
this subject far more of heat than diversity of opi- 
nion. The chair would, above all things, if in his 
power, allay that heat, and endeavor to bring the 
members to a cool decision. As to the question 
which party of claimants shall be permitted to vote 
as representatives from New Jersey; it would be 
time enough to settle that question when it arises. 





Upon the question taken this morning, one of the 
tellers asked the satne question as the gentleman 
from Virginia had asked yesterday: whom of the 
claimants of the seats from New Jersey he should 
count? but he did not, like that gentleman, add that, 
unless otherwise instructed, he would count every 
person who should present himself. The gentieman 
this day, therefore, was told that, if in the count 
any person whose seat was contested should pre- 
sent himself, the tellers should report that fact to 
the meeting, which would then decide whether he 
should be counted or not. No such person did ap-| 
pear. The question was not practically made, nor 
was there any objection on either side to the count- 
ing of any person who passed between the tellers. 








; ; > TF he 
Who, then, can tell that this qnestion will arise 
when we arrive at the election of asp Af it 
does, the heuse, when organized, will be able: to 
decide it. The moment the*house shall be organiz=) 
ed, the functions of the chairman will be at an: 
end. Then there may no doubt be avfull and am- 
ple debate on the whole question. But: upon this 
the chairman can prejudge nothing—can decide no- 
thing. He is here only to complete the’ formation 
of the roll of the house. Being on that rolb gives a 
member no ultimate right to vote. The question 


for decision will be just as clear and open after the’ 


house is organized as it is now. Where, then, is 
the usurpation on the part of the chair?) The chair- 
man has said that his sole aim is to allay the heat 
which seems to prevail; and he earnestly prays eve- 
ry gentlemen present to.reflect very cooly upon the 
questions presented, 


It is highly expedient to avoid the recurrence of 
all these questions in future, even when the mem- 
bers shall be called to nominate a speaker. Now, 
there was a case which occurred at the last presi- 
dential election which has an important bearing on 
the case before us now. No doubtit isin the re- 
collection of all the gentlemen here. A question 
arose in the senate whether, in canvassing the votes 
for president and vice president, the votes of the 
state of Michigan should or should not be counted; 
for that state had not then actually been admitted 
into the union, although she had constituted herself 
into a state, had chosen electors, who had voted for 
president and vice president, and had ‘sent forward 
the returns. When these returns were received, the 
question arose whether those votes should or should 
not be counted; and, after debate, the senate came 
to the following joint resolution in regard to them: 

“Resolved, That, in relation to the votes of Michigan, 
if the counting or omitting to count them shall not es- 
sentially change the result of the election, they shall be 
reported by the president of the senate in the following 
manner: Were the votes of Michigan to be counted, 
the result would be, for A B for president of the Unit- 
ed States, — votes; if not counted for A B for the presi- 
dent of the United States, — votes; but in either event 
A Bis elected president of the United States: and in 
the same manner for vice president.” 


This resolution was concurred in by the house of 
representatives, and the return was accordingly made 
in this forin: 

“The president of the senate then, in pursuance of 
the resolution adopted by the senate and house of re- 
presentatives, announced the state of the votes to the 
two houses of congress in joint meeting assembled, 
and declared the same as follows: 

“Tt therefore appears that, ‘were the votes of Michi- 
gan to be counted, the result would be, for Martin Van 
Buren, of New York, for president of the United States, 
170 votes; if not counted, for Martin Van Buren, of N. 
York, for president of the United States. 167; but, in 
either event, Martin Van Buren, of New York, is elect- 
ed president of the United States.’ And I do therefore 
declare that Martin Van Buren, of New York, having 
a majority of the whole number of the electoral votes, 
is duly elected president of the United States for four 
years, commencing with the fourth day ef March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven.” 


And so it was done upon the electoral vote for 
vice president, althongh in regard to him the result 
was, that, whether with or without the vote of Mi- 
chigan, there was no choice, and the election was 
completed by the senate. 


Now it seems to me that this proceeding furnish- 
es a principle on which the whole difficulty under 
which we have been laboring may easily besolved. 
Let the members from New Jersey, possessed of 


there is objection, the house of representatives can , the regular credentials from the governor of the 
decide on that question. As to the pretensions of the | state, be called over in the roll at the election of a 
gentleman producing regalar coramissions accord- ; speaker. If they answer, let the report to the house 


state what would be the result should their votes be 
counted, and what if they are not counted. If the 
result in either case is the same, the case will be 
like that of the vote of Michigan. The question 
will be disposed of without violation of any right. 
If the members when called do not vote, the ques- 
tion will also be disposed of, and the right of no one 
violated. If they vote, and their votes should turn 
the scale of the election, let the question, whether 
their votes shall or shall not be counted, be finally 
decided by the house. The right of the members 
who have brought with them the regular credential 
from the governor is at this time the right of the 
people of New Jersey: if they are arbitrarily denied 
the right of voting, the people of the state must be 
deprived of their representation on this floor. This 
is what I wish, above all things, to avoid—the'Sup- 
pression of the representation of New Jersey in this 
house. Now, as to the question whether that peo- 
ple shall be represented by the one set of clairnants 
or by the other set, I believe, as I said, there is not 
much diversity of opinion. With regard to my own, 
the resolution | proposed at the last session of cons 


greas is my voucher. It was my opinion then, as it 
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is my opinion now, that « permanent speaker ought 
not to be elected until the question shall have been 
settled. © I offered it in order to avoid just what has 
happened now. I foresaw that so nearly equal 
would be the division of parties in this house, that 
this question would arise, ahd that it would be pro- 
ductive of heat and of great delay. It was iny opi- 
nion; I expressed it then, but the house did not see 
fit to consider my resolution; the case was not pro- 
vided for, and we must act upon the law as it now 
stands; but the’ house, when it is regularly consti- 
tuted, may provide for it by appointing acommittee 
to examine into the facts and to report upon them, 
and decide upon the report even before the appoint- 
ment, if they think proper, of a permanent speaker. 

As to the immediate difficulty, I have already re- 
marked, that when the vote of the meeting was ta- 
ken by tellers this morning, no question did appear, 
in fact; there is no practical question before the 
meeting, and it is in my judgment premature to 
look forward in search of one. 

With regard to the right of members voting upon 
the question of their own admission, there is one 
precedent, although it did not occur under the pre- 
sent constitution. If gentlemen will consult the 
4th volume of the journal of the old congress, a case 
there occurred respecting the right to sit of certain 
members from the state of Rhode Island. The term 
for which they were elected had expired, and the 
question was, whether they should be permitted, 
under the circumstances, to vote upon the questions 
before congress. If any gentleman wishes to look 
into the case, he will find as many as six different 
forms of the question whether those Rhode Island 
members should be permitted to vote; and every 
time the question was put they did vote, until the 
question was finally given up. - 

The chair having now distinctly stated the 
grounds on which the decision of yesterday was 
made, will only add, in conclusion, the repetition of 
his earnest hope that gentlemen will preserve the 
utmost coolness in thinking and speaking on this 
exciting subject, and will endeavor to make upa 
clear and deliberate judgment upon the questions 
which shall arise in this debate. 

Mr. Graves, after further urging his amendment 
with much earnestness, at the solicitation of some of 
his friends, consented to withdraw it. 

The residue of the day appears to have been spent 
in discussing and deciding various motions for 
amending the journal of proceedings—in disputing 
for precedence to the floor—whether the gentlemen 
claiming seats from New Jersey were entitled to ad- 
dress the house—and finally, whether certain docu- 
ments in relation to the New Jersey elections, which 
Mr. Duncan, who had the floor, called for the read- 
ing of, consisting of the certificate of the secretary 
of state of New Jersey, list of the polls at Millville 
and South Amboy, &c. &c. should be read? During 
this discussion various points of order arose, and 
during the debate on one of them, the house, on mo- 
tion, adjourned. 

Monday, Dec.9. The discussion and settlement 
of those points of order, and the reading of the do- 
cuments above referred to, occupied most of the 
day. Mr. Duncan, without concluding his speech, 
inoved to adjourn, which was carried. 

Tuesday, Dec. 10. Mr. Duncar. not appearing at 
the hour of meeting, the previous question was cal- 
led and sustained, ayes 110, nays 72; and the ques 
tion whether the main question should now be put, 
was determined, ayes 110, noes 48. At this stage 
Mr. Duncan appeared in the house and asked leave 
to conclude his speech, but as no motion was debat- 
able during a division, his reyuest was out of order. 

The question being stated: “‘whether the decision 
of the chair (of Saturday) should stand as the judg- 
ment of the house?” was decided in the negative, 
ayes 108, nays 114. 

As this decided that the members from New Jer- 
sey who had the governor’s certificates should not 
vote upon the pending question, it created great 
confusion in-the house. So soon as something like 
order was restored— 

Mr. Wise rose and observed that as it was now de- 
cided that the gentlemen from N. Jersey who held the 
governor’s certificate sh »uld not vote, he moved that 
the other claimants from that state, who had the cer- 
tificate of the secretary of state, be allowed to vote. 

Mr. Rhett moved to lay this motion on the table. 

. Wise enquired if his motion was in order? 

. Adams (the chairman) decided that it was; 
and observed ‘‘that the slate of New Jersey cannot be 
deprived of her representation in this house, and shall 
not be so as long as I have a seat as chairman of the 
meeling.”? The question to be decided was which 
set of members was allowed to vote—the members 
must now decide that. 

_A scene of confusion followed, which it would be 
difficult to record even if we had room, which we 
have not. 





At half past two o’clock, the previous question 
upon Mr. Rheii’s motion, that Mr. Wise’s (original- 
ly Mr. Graves’) resolution, offered several days 
since, directing that the New Jersey members hav- 
ing the governor’s certificate, should be allowed their 
seats, be laid upon the table, was sustained, and on 
taking the main question, there appeared for laying 
it on the table 115, against it 114, but the chairman 
voling in the negative, made an equal division and 
the motion was therefore lost. 

8 Smith, of Maine, asked if Mr. Naylor had 
voted. 

Mr. Naylor said that he had. “I demand” said 
he, ‘of any member here aright to challenge my 
vote, I challenge the right of the gentleman from 
Maine to deny my right.” 

My. Smith said, I shall not answer the member 
from Pennsylvania, but turn him over to Mr. Inger- 
soll of Pa. who has as good a right to vote as he has. 

“I challenge the right of the member from Maine 
then,’’ said one of the members. 

“And I,” responded several voices. [Great con- 
fusion all the time.]. Mr. Smith said something 
which excited a laugh. 

Mr. Naylor said he had the governor’s certificate 
of election and the people’s, and no man had a right 
to question his right to vote. Additional confusion 
followed, and the house terminated it with a motion 
to adjourn. Ayes 116, noes 113. 

The New Jersey members voting—three of the 
claimants, and three of the certified members. 


WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
From the Harrisburg Chronicle extra. 

Wednesday, Dec. 4, 1839.—This day at 12 o’clock 
the national convention assembled in the Lutheran 
church at this place, agreeably to the arrangements 
which had previously been made for their accom- 
modation in that newly erected edifice, by the state 
committee appointed to make the necessary prepa- 
tions for the meeting of the convention. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, of Pa. the conven- 
tion was temporarily organized by the appointment 
of Mr. Bates, of Mass. chairman pro tein. 

On motion of the hon. Mr. Sprague, of Mass. the 
chair appointed the hon. Charles B. Penrose, of 
Penn.secretary. And on motion of Mr. Williamson, 
of Penn. col. Swift, of Philadelphia, was appointed 
assistant clerk for the present. 

Mr. Watkins Leigh, of Va. then moved that the 
secretary proceed to call over the names of the de- 
legates by states, in the order pursued by congress 
ou similar occasions, which was agreed to; and the 
secretary being furnished witha list from each state 
by the delegates thereof, proceeded to call over the 
names, and examine the credentials of the delegates 
from the several states, beginning at Maine, which 
resulted as follows: 

Maine—Messrs. Lyman, Neal, Hyde, Vose, Pen- 
dleton, Bradley and Allen. 

New Hampshire—Messrs. J. Wilson, Geo. W. 
Nesmith, J. Silly, Godfrey Stevens and Joel East- 
man, 

Vermonl—Messrs. Henry, Holly, Penny, Briggs 
and Fay. 

Mussachuselts—Messis. S.J. Bates, Parker, Eru- 
nell, Felix, Sprague, B. Hugh, Duncan, Hoar, Hud- 
son, Lee, Shaw, Ashman, Lovering, Howard, Col- 
ley and N. M. Davis. 

Rhode Island—Messrs. King, Simons and An- 
thony. 

Connecticut—Messrs. Davis, Bordman, Peters, 
Gladden, Phelps, Hawley, Bacon and Jackson. 

New York—Messrs. Van Rensalear, Star, Nicho- 
las, Silliman, Selden, Witmore, Smith, Hammond, 
Hamilton, Briggs, Knickerbocker, Blair, Ross, Gil- 
bert, Vorhees, Petre, McCord, Brady, Russell, 
Whitney, White, Dunn, Spencer, Granger, Led- 
yard, Wood, Sacket, Taylor, Dox, Lacy, Tracy, 
Tucker, Allen, Chatterton and Ayrault. 

New Jersey-—-Messrs. A. C. Whitehead, D. S. 
Gregory, E. Marsh, Jno. D. Hager, Thos. A. Hart- 
well, Craig, Moffit, R. E. Horner. 

Pennsylvania—Messrs. J. A. Shulze, Lawrence, 
Quinton, Fraley, Swift, Darlington, Reigart, Ro- 
berts, H. H. Henry, Micher, Audenrigh, Darling, 
Fisher, Morris, Calhoun, Penrose, Williamson, Co- 
hoon, Merril, Clarke, Barclay, Marshal, Stewel, 
Biddle, Patterson, King, Henry, Gray and Reed. . 

[In the above, the name of Mr. McDowell is sub- 
stituted for Mr. Henry—Mr. Leech for M. King— 
and Mr. Dickey for Mr. Henry.] 

The clerk then announced that two setts of dele- 
grates appeared from some of the districts (from 
Adams,* Lancastert and Bradfordt counties) claim- 








*Meesrs. James Cohoon and Geo. Chambers both 
claimed seats from the 12th district. 

tMessrs. Reigart and Henderson claimed the same 
seat for the 4th district. 


tMessrs. Clark and Overton both claim seats from 
the 17th district. 





ing seats in the convention, and that if it was the 
pleasure of the convention; he would proceed to 
read the credentials of each as they were presented. 

Mr. Roberis, of Pa. then. moved that a committee 
be appointed, composed of delegates from other 
states. than Pennsylvania,.to examine into the 
claims of the several gentlemen whose seats were 
in dispute. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by referring the 
subject to a committee to be chosen from the de- 
legation of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, after some little dis- 
cussion, the subject was postponed for the present. 

The clerk then proceeded to read the documents 
presented by Mr. Cohoon, from Adams county— 
when, 

The hon. Mr. Sprague of Mass. moved to post- 
pone the reading of the documents for the present 
and until the permanent organization of the con. 
vention; which was agreed to. - 

The clerk then proceeded to read the names of 
the other members from Pennsylvania, claiming 
seats, viz: ! 

Messrs, Badger, Gray, Ridge, Leech, Dickey, 
Clark, Clapp, Kingsbury, Henderson and Chambers, 

Delaware—Messrs.. Stockton, Rodney, Mans- 
field, Farris, Causey, Spronse, Wainwright, Wep- 
ples, Hazzard and Baker. 

Maryland—Messrs. J. L, Carr, Goldsborough, 
Bowie, Price, R. J. Bowie, Howard, Dr. Alexan- 
der, Moore, Reverdy Jobnson and rage. 

Virginia—- Messrs. B. W. Leigh, J. Barbour, Mal- 
lory, Pegram, Archer, E. Chambers, Paine, V. 
Witcher, W. Martir, John Tyler, Garnett, Newton, 
J.B. Hurry, J. A. Cole, J. Green, J. Jenny, H. 
Berry, A. Waterman, Baldwin, P. C. Johnson, G. 
W. Somers, Camden and J. Edgington. 

North Carolina—Messrs. J. Owen, J. Moban, C. 
R. Kenny, Cherry, J. R. Loyd, F.J. Hill, W. H. 
Battle, Kelly, Miller, Roane, Burnes, Davidson, T. 
A. Allison and Arthur. 

Kentucky—Messrs. gov. Metcalfe, Comes, Tea, 
Shelby, Preston, D. Banks, Price, C. McClay, T. 
A. Andrew, ' 

Ohio—Messrs. J. Sloane, J. Burnett, Pendleton, 
J. Johnson, W. A. Rogers, W. L. Murphy, A. To- 
land, Creigh, Belknap, E, Cutler, Cowen, C. C. 
Sherman, S. Prentice, Bronson, Green, Lacy, Bent- 
ley and Sloan. 

Indiana—Messrs. D. McGuire, Mendenhall, A. 
Clarke, Perry, Huntington, (four absent), 

Louisiana—Messrs. G D. White, Rice Garland, 
Porter, Chien, Burrow, Tutors, Dupray, Duer, Ma- 
son, Graham and J. S. Armer. 

[None of these were in attendance, except Mr. 
Graham, who remarked that it was due to his col- 
leagues and particularly to the state of Louisiana, 
for him to say that it was not owing to any luke- 
warmness on the part of tke citizens of that state, 
that he was found alone in the convention; but that 
it was owing to the necessity which existed for the 
gentlemen who composed the halance of the dele- 
gation, to be on their farms at this season of the 
year to attend to their crops of cotton and sugar 
which were now on hand}. 

Mississippi—Messrs. Miller, Jennings, Gillespie, 
Nie, Delancy, Corbon, Mitchel, Pue, Chaplin, King, 
Tappan and Perkins. 

Missouri— Messrs. Russel, Hunter and Wright. 

llinois—- Messrs. Warren, Newberry, Ralph, 
Whipple and Baker. 

Alabama—Messrs. Hopkins, Gale, Jackson, Hill- 
yard, W. H. Fleming, Murphy and W. H. Smith. 
Michigan—Messrs. Bates, Drake and Bacon. 

The states having been gone through with, 

Mr. Sprague, of Massachusetts, moved that a 
committee of one from each state be appointed to 
report a list of officers for the cotivention. Agreed to. 


The chair then appointed the following gentle- 
men said committee. 

P, Sprague, Massachusetts; E. H. Allen, Maine; 
James Wilson, New Hampshire; W. Henry, Ver- 
mont; G. A. King, Rhode Island; C. Davis, Con- 
necticut; C. Starr, New York; A. Whitehead, New 
Jersey; W. D. Wapples, Delaware; J. A. Shulze, 
Pennsylvania; R. Johnson, Maryland; B. W. Leigh, 
Virginia; John Owen, North Carolina; N. G. Pen- 
dieton, Ohio; D. Maguire, Indiana; W. K. Warren, 
Illinois; J. C. Bates, Michigan; T. C. Tupper, 
Mississippi; W. H. Russel, Missouri; L. Combs, 
Kentucky; G. M. Graham, Louisiana; H. W. Hill- 
yard, Alabama. 

Mr. Johnson, of Ohio, said he was anxious to of- 
fer a resolution to the convention, which, if it were 
in order, he would then present for their considera- 
tion. 

Resoived, That the convention be opened every 
morhing with prayer to Almighty God for his bles- 
sing, and that the clergy of Harrisburg be request- 
ed to attend for that purpose. 
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“The chair pronounced the resolution out of order, 
as the convention was net yet organized; aud it was 
ss ih de ostponed for the present. 

A motion having been inade to acjourn and meet 
again in the aiternoon at 3 o’clock, and not agreed 
to— 

Gov. Barbour, of Virginia, made the motion that 
when the convention adjourns will adjourn to meet 
to-morrow at 11 o’clock, which he afterwards modi- 
fied at the suggestion of another gentleman, to meet 
at 10 o’clock. 

Gov. B. said he was anxious to give the members 
of the convention an opportinity of communicating 
together, as he was convinced from the little expe- 
rience he had had that evil consequences were very 
apt to succeed hasty action—propositions were 
sometimes made by persons who if they had had 
time to reflect before they offered them, would have 
acted differently; but having committed themselves 
once, they were very lvathe to retract. He hoped 
the convention would do nothing precipitately. 

Mr. Roberts, of Pennsylvania, remarked that his 
only object in moving an afternoon session was to 
give distant members an opportunity of returning 
home as soon as possible. He had no objections, 
however, to the views of the honorable gentleman 
from Virginia. 

The motion was agreed to, and the convention 
adjourned at half-past 1 o’clock to meet to-morrow 
mnorning at 10 o’clock. 

Thursday, December 5, 1839. The convention 
met at 10 o’clock this morning agreeably to ad- 
journinent, and at the request of the chairman, 
(Mr. Bates of Massachusetts), was opened with 
prayer by the rev. Mr. Sprecher. 

As soon as the clerk had read the journal of yes- 
terday, Messrs. Phelps and Falconer, of Ohio, ap- 
peared and took their seats, also A. N. Orth, of 
New York, Masley and Dickerson, of Virginia, A. 
Miller, of Mississippi, and J.C. Washton, of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Dickey then announced to the convention, 
that the disputes in the Pennsylvania delegation 
with regard to the contested seats, had been com- 
promised and that the delegation was now full. 

Mr. Sprague, of Massachusetts, from the com- 
mittee appointed yesterday to prepare a list of offi- 
cers for the permanent organization of the conven- 
tion, reported the following: 

President—Governor J. BARBOUR, of Virginia. 

Vice-presidents—Gov. J. S. Peters, of Connecti- 
cut; gov. J. A. Shulze, of Pennsylvania; gov. D. 
Hazard, of Delaware; gov. George Howard, of Ma- 
ryland; gov. J. Tyler, of Virginia; gov. Owen, of 
North Carolina; gov. Metcalfe, of Kentucky; hon. 
J. R. Livingston, of New York; hon. J. Burnett?, of 
Ohio; hon. J. C. Bates, ot Massachuseits; hon. 
James Wilson, of New Hampshire; hon. EF. M. 
Huntington, of Indiana; E. Marsh, of New Jersey. 

Secretaries—Hon. C. B. Penrose, of Pennsylva- 
nia; Geo. W. Rundolph, of Illinois; Mr. Lyman, of 
Maine; Mr. Paine, of Verinont. 

The committee alsorecoinmenided to the conven- 
tion that the first named secretary be authorized to 
appoint a doorkeeper and an assistant doorkeeper. 
The report was unanimously adopted. 

The hon. Messrs. Livingston, of New York, and 
Watkins Leigh, of Virginia, were deputed by the 
chairman to conduct the president elect of the con- 
vention to the chair. 

On taking his seat, governor Barbour, gave ut- 
terance to his feelings, in return for the honor con- 
ferred upon him, in a strain of eloquence and patri- 
otism, that called forth from the members of the 
‘convention and the numerous spectators in the gal- 
lery, repeated, loud and spontaneous bursts of ap- 
plause. He said he looked upon this mark of favor 
as an honor conferred upon the ‘old dominion,” 
which he represented. Ife referred to the alarm 
which existed throughout the country amongst the 
people, on account of the mal-administration of our 
government, and impressed in a beautiful and lively 
manner upon the members of the convention, the 
importance of the occasion which had brought them 
together. When he looked around and saw so 
many grey heads, and those who might well be 
called the **Conscripi Fathers,” leaving the quiet of 
their own fire sides, at this inclement season of the 
year, and encountering many difficulties on their 
way hither, he could not have the smallest doubt 
of the high sense of patriotism and duty to their 
country which bad induced them to make so many 
sacrifices, and it was a powerful testimony of the 
importance of the crisis which had brought them 
hither. He referred to the abuses of our national 
government, and portrayed the character of him 
who now rules over us witha powerful effect. He 
impressed upon the consideration of the convention, 
the importance of harmony, and of burying any 
thing like personal preferences where they might 


tend to injure the great object for which they were 


assembled. They had not come here to whine af- 
ter the flesh pots of Egypt, but for a higher and 
nobler object—to give perpetuity to the republican 
institutions of the country! He had not come here 
with any personal prejudices; but to deliberate for 
the good of the nation and of posterity. He was 
not devoted to names—and let the names of the 
candidates chosen, be composed of whatever com- 
bination of the letters of the alphabet they might 
—convince him that, that combination would ef- 
fect the great object in view, and he would sing 
Hozanna to it, with all his heart. 

As soon as the other officers of the convention had 
taken their seats 

Mr. Graham, of Louisiana, asked leave to read 
an open letter, which was written by a member of 
the whig central committee of Arkansas, to the 
honorable Alexander Porter, of Louisiana, directed 
to him at this place, and authorising him to vote 
for the Arkansas delegation. The letter had been 
opened in mistake by the honorable J. M. Porter 
of this place and then was given to Mr. Graham, 
he being the only delegate in atterdance from 
Louisiana. 

The reading of the letter was at first objected to, 
but was afterwards agreed to. The purport was, 
that the delegation could not attend, and they 
wished the person to whom it was addressed, to 
give the first ballot for them in favor of Mr. Clay 
for president, and Mr. Tyler, of Virginia, for vice- 
president. It was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, of Pennsylvania, 
the rules adopted by congress for their governinent, 
were adopted for that of the convention, so far as 
ae are applicable. 

he resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Johnson, 








of Ohio, relative to the opening of the convention 
with prayer, was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Sprague, of Massachusetts, said the delega- 
tion from bis state had authorised him to present an 
order of business for the consideration of the con- 
vention, in bringing candidates before them for no- 
mination, which with the permission of the conven- 
tion he would read. 

The substance of this proposition was, that the 
delegates from each state should assemble in com- 
mittee and appoint each a committee not to consist 
of more than inembers, and that the delegates 
in each state should ballot for president and vice 
president, and communicate the result to the com- 
mittees appointed by the delegation of the other 
states, and in this way should continue to ballot 
until a majority of the states should have balloted in 
favor of some one particular candidate, and then the 
committee to report to the convention for their fur- 
ther action. 

Mr. Sprague supported this motion with much 
ability. He thought the proper place to settle sec- 
tional, differences of opinion was to do it among 
themselves, that each state might present an undi- 
vided front. 

Mr. B. Watkins Leigh, of. Virginia, said he con- 
concurred with the general objects contemplated by 
the proposition of the gentlemen from Massachu- 
setts—the collection of information, by ascertaining 
the sense of the convention by an informal ballot; 
but he differed with him in the manner of obtain- 
ing it. 

He proposed to amend the motion of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, by striking all out after 
the word “resolved” and inserting a resolution, the 
object of which was to request the delegates of the 
several states to meet in separate committees and 
ballot as above, and then to communicate the re- 
sult of each ballot to the convention instead of to 
the committees appointed by the other states; aad 
further, that the vote of the absentees from the 
several states should be given by a majority of the 


tendance. The committees appointed by the dele- 
gation of each state to report in a conventional 
committee of all of them, and these then report to 
the convention after each ballot. : 

Mr. Leigh supported this motion with great abili- 
ty and ingenuity. He contended that the conven- 


osed by the gentleinen fron Massachusetts, as the 
alotines would all be done in committees. 

Mr. Sprague explained his proposition to be en. 
tirely preliminary, and to have two objects in view. 
First—the coHection and the dissemination of the 
views of the different members of the convention; 
and secondly—the reconciling any difficulties that 
might exist between the delegates of a particular 
state, ainongst themselves. His proposition did not 


communicate the voice of the majority of the dele- 
gates from each state to the convention. 

Quite an interesting argument ensued between 
the movers of these two propositions and amongst 
other gentlemen of the convention. 





delegates of their respective states who were in at- | 


tion wonld have nothing to do, under the order pro- | 


embrace the per capite vote, but was intended to’! 
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Mr. Selden, of New York, said if he understood 
the propositions of the two gefitlemen who had pro- 
posed an order of proceeding for the convention, 
neither of them made any provision for the states 
which were not represented here at all. He would 
consider it an act of absolute injustice for those who 
bad a great distance to come, in consequence of 
which they were denied the privilege of being pre- 
sent at the convention, that they should be denied 
having any voice whatever upon this floor, and if 
they desired harmony of action this must be attend- 
edto. He was also opposed to referring back the 
vote of any state to the delegation again without 
first submitting it to the convention. 

Mr. Russel, of Missouri, opposed the motion of 
Mr. Sprague, because, he said, it did not embrace 
the whoie ground. He contended also for the right 
of his colleagues to a vote, as they were only pre- 
vented by Providential difficulties from being pre- 
sent here. es “ 

Mr. Penrose spoke et some length in favor of the 
proposition submitted by Mr. Sprague, and also in 
favor of settling some system whereby each state 
should have its full representation in the conven- 
tion. For, said Mr. P. upon the settlement of this 
question depends the harmonious action of at least 
some states; and he proposed that the electoral vote 
of each state be thrown in ccmmittees. He con- 
cluded by offering the following amendment to the 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts, to 
come in at the end: 

That the vote of a majority of each delegation 
shall be reported as the vote of that state; and 
each state represented here, shall vote its full elec- 
torial vote by such delegation in the committee, 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson of Maryland, moved to lay 
the whole matter on the table. Notagreedto. ~ 

Mr. Leigh asked leave to withdraw his proposi- 
tion, which was granted. 

Mr. Selden, of New York, spoke in favor of the 
motion to proceed to the nominations in conven- 
tion. He thought it was injustice to hush the mi- 
nority of so large a state as New York, and the 


Ouly way to arrive at the true state of the case was 
by a per capile vote. 





Mr. , of Maryland, was opposed to both 
propositions, and offered a resolution that the con- 
vention proceed to the nomination of candidates 
for president and vice president of the U. States to- 
morrow at 12 o’clock with closed doors, and that 
each delegate give his vote as he may think best. 
He spoke at some length in favor of this motion, 
arguing that it was the most simple in its character 
and of known usage, whilst the others were rather 
novel and complicated in their character. 

The resolution was negatived. 

Some discussion ensued on a question of order 
raised by Mr. Penrose, when he was permitted to 
pursue bis argument in favor of his atrnendment. 

The debate was kept up with spirit toa late 
honr, in which Messrs. Shaw, of Massachusetts, 
Fay, of New Jersey, Hammond of New York, 
Hoar, of Massaehusetts, Burlow, of Massachusetts, 
Merril, of Pennsylvania, Johnson of Maryland, 
Taylor, of New York, and others, participated. 

The question was then taken on the ainendment 
offered by Mr. Penrose, and it was adopted. 

After some amendments had been suggested by 
Mr. Leigh to the resolution of Mr. Sprague, which 
were agreed to, the whole resolution as amended by 
the motion of Mr. Penrose, was adopted by the con- 
vention in the following words: 

Ordered, That the delegates from each state be 
requested fo assemble as a delegation, and appoint 
a committee not exceeding three in number, to re- 
ceive the views and opinions of such delegation, 
and communicate the same to the ass: mbled com- 
mittees of all the delegations, to be by them re- 
spectively reported to their principals; and that 
thereupon the delegates from each state, be request- 
ed to assemble as a delegation, and ballot for can- 
didates for the offices of president and vice presi- 
dent, and having done so,to commit the ballot de- 
sirnating the votes of each candidate, and by whom 


| given, to its committee; and thereupon all the com- 


mnittees shall assemble and compare the several bal- 
lo's, and report the result of the same to their seve- 
ral delegations, together with such facts as may 
bear upon the nomination, and said delegation 
shall forthwith re-assemble and ballot again forcan- 


| didates for the above offices, and again commit the 
result to the above committees, and if it shall appear 


that a majority of the ballots are for any one man 
fur candidate for president, said committee shall 
report the result to the convention for its considé- 
ration; but if there shall be no sach majority, then 
the delegations shall repeat the balloting until sich 
a majority shall be obtained, and then report the 
same to the convention for its consideration. 

That the vote of a majority of each delegation 


j shal! be reported as the vote of that state; and each 
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state represented here shali vote ils full electoral 
vote by such delegation in the coinmittee. = __. 

The convention then adjourned to meet to-mor- 
row at 10 o’clock A. M. 

iday, December 6, 1839. Convention met pur- 
suant to adjournment at 10 o’clock, and the journals 
of yesterday were read. 
ndrew G, Runnels was announced by his col- 
league as having arrived from the state of Michigan, 
a substitute for one of the delegates from that stale, 
who was not present, : 

A letter from the committee of the church in 
which the convention sits, was laid before the con- 
vention and read, The letter teepes int stated tu 
the members of the convention thatthe congrega- 
tion were in debt and would be very willing to re- 
ceive any contributions that might be made by the 
delegates. . 

‘Mr. .R. Johnson, of Maryland, aunounced the ar- 
rival of one of his colleagues. 

‘Mr. C. M. Clay, of Kentucky, made some. re- 
marks in favor of permitting every state to be heard 
in the convention; the minority of every state, and 
every individual delegate to be heard, and those 
present to vote for the absentees from their respec- 
tive slates; and concluded by offering a resolution to 
that effect, which would have been a very manifest 
departure from the order which had been adupted 
yesterday. 

Mr. Davies, of Connecticut, made some very ex- 
cellent remarks in opposition to the motion made 
by the gentleman trom Kentucky—spoke in favor of 
the order which had been adopted, and of the ne- 
cessity of adhering to it. He explained the object 
of the order adopted, as he understood it to be 
merely a mode of collecting and disseminating in- 
formation amongst the different delegations which 
would be finally reported to the convention for their 
action, and was not considered in any way binding 
upon the final decision of this convention. He con- 
cluded by moving to lay the proposition of the gen- 
tleman froin Kentucky, (Mr. Clay), upon the table; 
which was agreed to by the almost unaniinous voile 
of the convention, 


Mr. Horner, of N. Jersey, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the delegates from the several 
states, be requested to make a list of the delegates 
in attendance froin their respective states, together 
with the names of their nearest post offices, and 
hand the same to the clerk this afternoon, to be pub- 
lished with the proceedings of the convention.— 
Agreed to. 


Mr. Silliman, of New York, moved that when 
the convention adjourns it will adjourn to meet at 
three o’clock this afternoon; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. Kirkland, of New York, took up the order of 

roceeding which had been adopted; and after stat- 
ing that the first part of the order had been coinpiied 
with, and that the committees were now comparing 
the ballot of the several states, which when coinplet- 
ed would be referred back to them. He said he 
hoped whilst he was on the floor, he might be per- 
mitted to express his sincere desire that the same 
unanimity which had so far pervaded the convention 
might continue to be manifested until they had 
completed their undertaking. He hoped there was 
no delegate present who was any particular man’s 
inan, but that they were all willing and anxious to 
unite cordially in the support of whoever might be 
the nominee of the convention; for his own part 
such was his determination. 

Mr. McFarlgnd, of New York, presented some 
proceedings of a meeting in New York, which he 
said he had been requested to lay before the con- 
vention. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, of Missouri, they 
were laid upon the table. 

On motion, a committee of finance was appoirt- 
ed, consisting of Messis. J. A. Fisher, of Peaisyl- 
vania, King, of New York, and Lee, of Massachu- 
setts. ; 

The corvention then adjourned to meet this af- 
ternoon at three o’clock. 


Sume day, 3 o’clock, P. M. The convention imet 
pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with 
prazes by the rev. William Barnes of the Methodist 

piscopal church of this place. 

Mr. Fisher, {rom the committee of finance ap- 

inted this morning, informed the convention that 
they had estimated the expenses of the convention, 
inciuding fuel and printing of ten thousand copies of 
the proceedings thereof, (if they thought proper to 
have that number printed) and the sum necessary 
todefray the same would amount to about $2 to 
each delegate. 

It apnearing by the announcement ofa member of 
one of the s‘ate committees that no choice had 
yet been made in the state ballotings. 

Mr. Williams of Peunsylvania moved that the 
convention adjonra to meet again at 7 0’elock this 
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evening, which was agreed to, and the convention 
adjourned F es 

Same day,7 o'clock, P. M.. The convention met 
agreeably to adjournment, and the result was the 
same as at the last meeting. 2 

The committee from the state delegations not be-. 
ing ready to report under the order adopted for their 
proceeding. ie 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, of Pennsylvania, 
the convention tooka recess till nine o’clock, — 

‘Same day, 9 o'clock, P.M. The convention met 
again, and Mr. R. Johnson, of Maryland, stated that. 
he thought there was no probability of the commit- 
tee agreeing upon a report to make to the conven- 
tion, and therefore he moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject, and that the convention take the subject into 
their own hands. 7 

Mr. Harvey, of Virginia, moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, as the committee were in session 
in the basement story of the building, and could not 
have an opportunity of voting on the resolution, 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, said the committee 
could be sent tor, as they were not far off, and was 
yoing on to make some more remarks on the sub- 
ject; when 

Mr. Williamson, of Pennsylvania, reminded him 
inet the question to lay on the table was not deba- 
table. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, and it was agreed to. 

A motion was then made to adjuurn. Not agreed 
to. 
The committee having in the meantime come into 
the convention, and the ground of the motion to lay 
on the table being therebe obviated. 

Mr. Harvey, of Virginia, moved to take up the re- 
solution of Mr. Johnson, which had just been laid 
upon the table. 

One of the committee then, (whose name we 
could not get) stated that in all probability the com- 
mittee would be ready to report in half an hour; he 
hoped therefore that the motion to take up the reso- 
lution would not prevail. 

Mr. Harvey then withdrew his motion. 

Soine conversation then followed on a motion to 
adjourn, and the convention finally took a recess of 
an hour, to give the committee farther time to agree 
upon a report. é 

After the recess of an hour had elapsed, during 
which tine the committees were in consultation. 

Mr. J. Owen, of North Carolina, from the com- 
inittee of three from each state, appointed under the 
order of Thursday, reported that they had attended 
to the duties assigned them, and bad instructed him 
to report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

He then made the following report: 

The whole number of votes cast was 254. Ne- 
cessarv to a choice 128 

Of the votes cast—Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT, of 
New Jersey, received 16. 

HENRY CLAY, of Kentucky, received 90. 

Gen. WM. HENRY HARRISON, of Ohio, re- 
ceived 148. 

Gen. Wm. Henry Harrison, of Ohno, having 
received a majority of all the votes polled for presi- 
dent, the committee asked leave to sit again for the 
purpose of balloting for a candidate for vice presi- 
dent, 

Leave was granted, and the convention adjourned 
to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

Sulurday, Dec.7. As soon as the journal of yes- 
terday had been read, 

Mr. Banks, of Kentucky, said, before the final 
action of the convention was had upon the report of 
the committee, made last night, he desired an op- 
portunity to express his determination to support 
cordially whoever might be the nominee of the con- 
vention. He stated that the first choice of his con- 
stituents was Henry Clay. His constituents were 
uncompromising; but it was in their hostility to 
Martin Van Buren. They had left him uninstruct- 
ed as to the man he should vote for, except on the 
first ballot; and that now, having come here, he 
stood upon the broad platform of hostility, uncom- 
promising hostility, to Martin Van Buren, and for 
that reason he would support the nomination. 

Mr. R. Johnson, of Maryland, said the first choice 
of Maryland was well known, and that he had come 
here to support, and had supported, that choice, un- 
til it was found that there was another name, under 
which they could carry dismay into the ranks of 
the oppressors of our country, with perhaps better 
hope of success, He was willing to unfurl the ban- 
ner of William Henry Harrison to the breeze, per- 
suaded that, as Maryland had already triumphed 
once wilh the name of Harrison, she would do it 
again. 

eMr. Johnson concluded by offering a resolution 
that this convention unanimously concur in the no- 
roination of William Henry Harrison for president. 
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The resolution was received with acclamations 


from every member of the convention, and from. the 


vast crowd which had assembled in the galleries. 
Several gomuaine rose, and in short, eloquent and 
patriotic language expressed their cordial approba- 
tion of the resolution which had been offered by the 


gentleman from Maryland, and expressed their de- 
termination with that gentleman to yield the sup- 


ort which they had felt bound fo give for another 

individual, on the first balloting, to that equally 
cherished name which was proposed to be put in 
nomination. 

Mr. Preston, of Kentucky, rose for the purpose 
of expressing his willingness to support the nomi- 
nation of Harrison, and of offering a resolution that 
the convention should prepare an address to the 
people of the different states, for the purpose of se- 
sate their hearty co-opperation in the nomina- 
tions that have been made. He claimed the right 
of olfering this resolution out of courtesy to the 
state which he represented. The hopes of Ken- 
tucky had been blighted in the defeat of the nomi- 
nation of her favorite son. He went into a eulogy 
upon the character of Mr. Clay, and concluded by 
remarking that this was no disappointment to that 
illustrious patriot. There is a letter, said Mr. P. 
in possession of the convention, which will illus- 
trate that remark, and he hoped it might be read to 
the convention, The letterhad been received some 
days ago, but out of feelings of delicacy, lest it 
might be supposed they wished to get up a sympa- 
thy in favor of that distinguished gentleman, the 
i had not been laid before the convention here- 
tofore, ; 


The letter was called for by acclamation; and 
Mr. Combes, of Kentucky, rose and said the letter 
was in his possesion, and he hoped he might be 
permitted to read it. The letter was then read, as 
follows: 

Ashland, Nov. 20, 18389. 

Gentlemen: The public use which has been made 
of my name, in connexion with the office of presi- 
dent of the United States, furnishes the motive, as 
I trust it will form the apology, for this note. I ad- 
dress it to you, because our commor. residence in 
the same state appears to me to render you the most 
appropriate repository and organ of what I wish 
now to say. 

The convention at Harrisburg to designate candi- 
dates of the opposition to the present federal admi- 
nistration, for the offices of president and vice pre- 
sident of the United States, has been recommended, 
and the propriety of it has been generally concurred 
in by all who agree as to the necessity of a change 
in the general administration, It appeared to me 
to be the best, if not the only practicable method of 
reconciling and uniting those who, coinciding in 
the general principle, entertained different views as 
to the most suitable candidates for those high offi- 
ces, and I have accorilingly frequently expressed, 
and now repeat. the expression of my conviction of 
the expediency of an entire and cordial acquiescence 
in the recommendations of the convention, 

In the mean time, appeals, directly and indirect- 
ly have been made to me by a highly respectable. 
convention holden in Pennsylvania, and by private 
individuals, to decline giving my consent to the use 
of my name, upon the ground that a distinguished 
citizen of the state of Ohio is the first choice of the 
opposition in Pennsylvania, and in the opinion of 
that convention would be more likely to coneiliate 
general support than Ishould. I have been also 
addressed by various respectable and intelligent ci- 
tizens of New York, directly and indirectly reeom- 
mending me to decline the contest in behalf of ano- 
ther eminent citizen, who has been distinguished 
in both the military and civil service of the United 
States. 


Whilst I have been thus urgently but respectful- 
ly approached, numerous private citizens and pnb- 
lic ineetings and conventions in various parts of the 
United States (one of these conventions, indeed, in 
Pennsylvaniaitself) have done me the honor to ex- 
press their confidence in me, and to intimate their 
wishes that 1 might be the candidate of the opposi- 
tion for the office of chief magistrate. 


It is perfectly manifest that I cannot comply with 
all these conflicting opinions and wishes, nor, I ap- 
prehend, with any one of them, without disobliging 
the others. 


Under these embarrassing circumstances, I have 
thought it most advisable to leave to the convention 
at Harrisburg the free selection of candidates as 
being the assembly to which, by common consent, 
that imporant duty has been referred. Represent- 
ing, as it probably will, all parts of the U. States, 
bringing together the feelings and views of all, and 
comparing and weighing the local information 
which it will derive from every portion, it will be 
most competent to make a nomination acceptable 
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tothe great. majority of its constituents. That it 


will be faithful to the high trust confided to. its, 


judgment and patriotism, cannot be doubted; and 
having a fuli view of the whole ground, it will be 
more likely to make a selection agreeable to the 
great body of the opposition than any separate con- 
vention could do, however enlightened and patrio- 
tic it may,be. Ifthe Pennsylvania convention, to 
which [| have just alluded, be right in supposing 
that the distinguished citizen whom it prefers would 
be more likely to be successful than any other, he 
ought to be nominated, and undoubtedly, for that 
reason, will be nominated by the Harrisburg con- 
vention, should it entertain the same opinion. 

With a just and proper senseof the high honor of 
being voluntarily cailed to the office of president of 
the United States by a great, free and enlightened 
peaple, we profoundly grateful to those of my fel- 

ow cilizens who are desirous to see me placed in 
that exalted and responsible statio::, I must, never- 
theless, say, in entire truth and sincerity, that if 
the deliberations of the convention shall lead them 
to the choice of another as the candidate of the op- 
position, far from feeling any discontent, the nomi- 
nation will have my best wishes and receive my 
cordial support. | 

And, gentlemen, I hope that you, my friends and 
neigtibors, will excuse the liberty I take in express- 
ing to you my anxious desire that, discarding all at- 
tachment or partiality to me, and guided solely by 
the motive of rescuing our country from the dangers 
which now encompass it, you will heartily unite in 
the selection of that citizen, although it should not 
be me, who may appear to be most likely, by his 
election, to bring about a salutary change in the 
administration of the general government—a change 
without which we shall be tnocked by the forms, 
-” stript of the substantial benefits of free institu- 
ions. 

From the tenor of this note, T scarcely need ob- 
serve that vou are at perfect liberty to make such 
use of it az in your discretion may seem proper. 1 
am, with high respect, your friend, 

HENRY CLAY. 

To governor Thomas Metcalfe, gen. Leslie Combes, 
and the other delegates from Kentucky to the Harris- 
burg convention. 

The letter was laid upon the table, and, by the 
unaimous consent of the convention, ordered to 
be entered upon the minutes of the convention, 

The president of the convention, (gov. Barbour, 

of Virginia), then rose and said he hoped he might 
be permitted to make a few remarks upon the mo- 
mentous subject before the convention. He said 
his first choice had been Heary Clay, and he had 
voted for him thronghout the whole of the balloting. 
He went into an eulogium upon the character of 
that illustrious individual that produced an enthu- 
siastic feeling throughout the convention. I have 
known him long, said Mr. B. from his infancy, and 
have been brought in conflict with him in the 
councils of the nation—in many situations of im- 
portant and of confidential intercourse, yet through- 
out all this intercourse I have never known him to 
make a single remark that was not full of honor, 
full of patriotism, and love of country. It was not 
necessary for him to attempt to add any thing tothe 
faine of such a man by eulogy or otherwise; he 
Would occupy one of the highest pages in his coun- 
try’s history. There is nothing little about him, 
said Mr. B. he cannot be made the corrupt tool of 
any party, and if he had been put in nomination we 
should witness a new era in our political govern- 
ment, 
_ He concluded by expressing his entire confidence 
in the wisdoin and patriotism of general William 
Henry. Harrison, and in assuring the convention of 
his determination to use his best efforts to carry into 
epeet the object of the convention in bis nomina- 
ion. 

Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, rose amidst the cheers of 
the convention. He said, if he had properly esti- 
mated the character of the distinguished «son of 
Kentucky, he would not be grieved at the result 
of the nomination. He had secured a fame which 
would last as long as the world would stand, and 
that renown was more in his eyes than all the of- 
fices that could be given him, That he would be 
satisfied, he had the utmost assurance; Mr. Clay 
had been his warm and intimate friend, and he 
knew him well enough to know that such was his 
character. Mr. L. concluded by expressing his de- 
termination to give his heart and hand to carry out 
the wishes of the convention. 

Mr, King, of New York, followed. He said his 
first choice had not beer made, But he had sur- 
rendered up his preference with the belief that the 
choice which was proposed to be made would con- 
centrate the greatest strength and powers against 
the corrupt rulers at Washington. In surrender- 
ing Mr. Clay, he was not surrendering him so as 





to deprive the country of his services—he remain- 


ed a shield in the senate of the union to ward off 
the attacks of tyrants upon the constitution of our 
country. The name.presented—that of William 
H, Harrison—was equally spotless with that of the 
illustrious individual that they had refused. He 
would give it his cordial support. 

Messrs. Selden, of New York, and Roberts, of 
Pennsylvania, in eloquent and patriotic language, 
expressed their hearty co-operation in the nomina- 
tion of William Henry Harrison for president. A\l- 
though that had not been their first choice, they 
had surrendered their preferences at the shrine of 
their country’s good, believing that the success of 
the whig party and the overthrow of the despotisin 
with which we are cursed depended upon the choice 
they had made. 

Mr. Owen, of N. Carolina, from the committee of 
three from each state appointed to ballot in the 
state delegation for vice president, made the follow- 
ing report, viz: 

hat 231 votes had been cast for vice president, 
and that these were given unanimously for JoHN 
Tyter, of Virginia. That the Virginia delegation 
had not ballotted for vice president, and their rea- 
sons would be appreciated when made known to 
the committee. 

Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, then stated, that as it was 
understood that the Virginia delegation were unani- 
mous in their sentiments in favor of Mr. Tycer, of 
Virginia, delicacy on his part had induced him to re- 
quest that they wonld not ballot at ail, as he was 
himself one of that delegation. 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson, of Maryland, then renewed 
the resolution which had been offered by him be- 
fore the report of the committee, and laid upon the 
table, declaring general Wm. Henry Harrison, 





of Ohio, nominated by the unanimous voice of the 
convention for president, and Joan Ty er, of Vir- | 
ginia, for vice president. 

Mr. Swift, of Pennsylvania, then rose, and spoke 
in favor of the resolution, declaring that, although 
he had come here with his first impressions in favor 
of Henry Clay, yet he was willing to surrender 
them up forthe pyrpose of harmony. He had know 
Mr. Clay for thirty years, and had only to learn eve- 
ry day that there was more and more in his charac- 
ter that was worthy of admiration. But he was per- 
suaded that Mr. Clay had had a fair opportunity for 
nomination, and that the proceedings of the conven- 
tion had been all that his friends could desire. He 
felt it to be his duty, in the language of a distin- 
guished son of Virginia, to adopt the motto, ‘union 

or the sake of the union.’’ The nomination should 
receive his cordial support. 

Mr. Sprague congratulated the friends ofour coun- 
try on the harmony which pervaded the convention. 
Our opponents (said Mr. S.) have said that the whig 
party was composed of such discordant materials 
that they could never be harmonized; and upon this 
they built their hopes. Judging by themselves, 





they had misjudged us. In their estimation of mea- 
sures and intrigue, they were not easily beaten; but 
in their estimation of moral excellence and patriot- 
ism, they were grately at fault. He thanked heaven 
there was such a thing as patriotism. With Mr. 
Clay and his friends compromise had its true mean- 
ing. Itdid not mean you, must concede all to me, 
but was based upon mutual concession, which was 
rendered highly necessary in order to harmonize 
the feelings of the majority of the people throughout 
the union. 

He believed there were scores of men amongst 
the ranks of the whigs who were competent, to be 
at the head of this republic, as there were scores 
amongst the ranks of the opposition who were fit 
fur the head of a faction, 

Mr. Chambers, of Pennsylvania, said he had come 
here with a first choice different from that which 
was about to be made by tbe convention; that he 
had come here prepared and instructed to surrender 
those preferences, if found necessary. He was wil- 
ling to yield them in favor of William H. Harrison, 
whom he valued asa patriot, and who was distin- 
guished as a soldier; and he would go into his sup- 
port with all the energy that God and nature had 
given hitn. 

Mr. Simmons, of Rhode Island, had no sacrifices 
to make; obedience, he said, was better than sacri- | 
fice; and he heartily concurred in the sentiments 
expressed by the gentleman who had preceded him. 

r. R. H. Vose, of Maine, said he contemplatec 


the spectacle of patriotisin exhibited in the conven 
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cient republics as to which was foremost in the 
struggle for liberty; and, from the feelings manifest - 
ed this day, he could proudly say that, if Massachu- 
setts was the cradle of liberty, the old dominion had 
rocked it. He then referred to the feelings of the 
delegations from the empire state and from old Ken- 
tucky, and spoke in terms of the highest encomi- 
um upon their magnanimity in surrendering their 
favorite son at the shrine of their country’s peace. 

Mr. Burnett said he could not refrain from ex- 
pressing his cordial assent to the high eulogiums 
that had been pronounced upon the character of 
Mr. Clay, but he desired, before he sat down to say 
a word or two in relatioh to W. H. Harrison. He 
then weat into a brief relation of some of the promi- 
nent features in the history of general Harrison’s 
life, portraying the spirit of patriotism that had ac- 
tuated him, when a boy, to leave his studies, and 
mmake his way to the wilderness of the west, to as- 
sist his harrassed countrymen in fighting the ene- 
mies of his country; how he had taken his knapsack 
upon his back, and, in the dreary winter of ’91, had 
marched at the head of his little band, and had not 
left the field until he had buried the bones of the 
slain. He spoke of his gallant defence of Fort 
Meigs against the insolent Proctor, who attacked 
him in that little hut of mud with a force infinitely 
greater than was in the possession of general Har- 
rison. 

He related the answer which this gallant officer 
returned to general Proctor when he demanded 
the surrender of the fort on the gronnd of his supe- 
rior force: **Tell general Proctor,” said the fearless 
Harrison, “that I know my strength and I know 
his; if he takes the fort he will take it in a way that 
will do him more honor than a thousand surren- 
ders.” He spoke of his military services at Tip- 
pecanoe; and then turned to his civil qualifications, 
which he represented as no less illustrious than his 
military. He was a scholar, a historian, and a 
statesinan; and what was more—an honest man. In 
proof of this, Mr. B. referred to the fact that gene- 
ral Harrison had been in stations where it would 
have been perfectly easy to have made himself rich 
by using the money which came into his hands, but 
on returning from public life, he had returned a 
poor man. Mr. B. went on at some length to draw 
the portrait of this illustrions hero and statesman. 
He said, if general Harrison went to Washington, 
he_went there without having any griefs to avenge 
or favorsto bestow. He believed there was patriot- 
ism enough in the land to save it, and he hoped we 
would be able to transmit it to our children as we 
had received it froin our fathers, and, in the lan- 
guage of a distinguished son of Virginia, (Mr. 
Wise), he would subscribe to the motto, ‘union for 
the sake of the union ” 

Mr. J. &. Livingston, of New York, then rose 
and the venerable appearance of this hoary headed 
patriot, as he stood amidst the cheers of the andi- 
ence, bowed down with years, was calculated to fill 
every one with feelings of awe and veneration.— 
His feelings were much excited, and, although 
his body bears evident marks of the ravages of time, 
yet his mind is clear, and his expression very ani- 
mated, 

Where am I? said he. In Harrisbug! What 
brought me here? A love of country—a wish to 
see the powers that be prostrated, because I believe 
them to be destructive of every principle of good 
governinent. Mr. L. said he had been a democrat 
since °98, and he had never been out of the harness. 
The majority must govern. This is the principle 
of democracy—faction and cissension were its bane; 
and as soon as men were suffered to usurp the place 
of principle, it was destroyed. 

He went on in a strain of eloquent and lucid il- 
lustrations to portray the evils of our gsvernment, 
and expressed his hearty co-operation in the great 
objects of the convention, and assured the conven- 
tion that he—and, so far as he knew, the entire 
whig strength of New York—would go entirely for 
the nominee. 

Gov. Metcalfe, of Kentucky, followed, and in a 
very eloquent address passed merited and high en- 
comiums upon the character of the son of Kentucky, 
(Mr. Clay), whom he said he had come .there to 
support. But, (said gov. M.) I am persuaded that 
if Mr. Clay had been here himself, he would have 
done just as we have done. It had been his desire, 





and well he knew it, that no feelings of personal 
consideration should induce any to cast a vote for 
him if it was at all calculated to destroy that har- 


tion as surpassing any thing of the kind he had ever| mony which was necessary fo secure certain suc- 
witnessed. He was persuaded that the light ema. | cess. 


nating froin the counsels of this great convention- 
would pervade the whole union, and prevaii. On} 


Gov. M. went on in one of the most eloquent 
strains we have ever listened to, to portray the cha- 


listening to the patriotic remarks of the gentleman | racter of the party in power, and to show the way 
from ‘Virginia, (Mr. Leigh), and the gentleman lin which they effect their objects. 


from Massachusettss, (Mr. Sprague), he was re- 
minded of the controversy between these two an- 


In conclusion, governor Metcalfe said, in leaving 
Mr. Clay and going for Mr. Harrison, 1 am but 
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stepping froi the side of one great and glorious ia- 
dividual to take my stand by, the side. of another— 
a very easy transition. The hunters of Kentucky, 
he assured them, would be amongst the foremost in 
the contest on the. side of Harrison; and if they 
were defeated, thay wools be found in the Jast ditch. 
But he was as confident of success as he was that 
the people were. fit for self-government. 

Mr, Bordman, of Kentucky, followed ina similar 
sirain, i i 

Mr. Wilson, of New Hampshire, then took the 
floor and enchained the meeting for about half an 
hour.. He said he was from the rock-bound state 
of New Hampshire, which in time past was a re- 
pubiican state, but in these latter days lad been 
given over to loco focoisin. 

He hoped, notwithstanding the dark cloud which 

hung over her, that the day of her redemption was 
at hand, and he thought the nominations of this 
convention were well calculated to effect that ob- 
ject. He said they had been using arguments 
among the people, but it appeared to be rather with- 
outetfect. They had the right kind of instruments, 
but they were too heavily charged—they over-shot 
the mark. He described, in a very amusing man- 
ner, the machinery of our loco foco government. 
He said they iad been fighting for spoils, and that 
they had brought, them when won tothe great mi/I, 
and had ground them out like a grist for the use of 
the party; but when this was done, on examination, 
instead of taking the toll, they had taken the whole 
rrist. 
7 He went heartily for the nomination, and, though 
defeated, would not leave the field, he said, till, like 
the gallant Cilley, of New Hampshire, he was car- 
ried away with the trophies of victory. 

Mr. Merrill, of Pennsylvania, said he came from 
a state that had.no sacrifice to make, and he could 
not resist the opportunity of expressing his sense 
of the high spirit of patriotism which had induced 
some of the members of the convention to surren- 
der their favorite candidate. Pennsylvania thanked 
them, and would respond in a suitable manner. 

Mr. WrigAt, of Missouri, said he came from the 
county of the great “expunger,” and notwithstand- 
ing that the dark clouds of loco focoism hung over 
the horizon, there were bright spots which indicated 
better days for Missouri. 

He said Missouri owed much to general Harri- 
son, and she was not ungrateful. When she was 
in her infancy struggling to become a member of 
this great confederacy, general Harrison had stood 


by her, and placed her upon sure. foundation. It! 
had been said that general Harrison was poor—this | 
was a mistake—lhe was rich in the affections of his 


country. 

Mr. Graham, of Louisiana, expressed his deter- 
mination to support the nomination of the conven- 
tion; and, although he had been in favor of Mr. 
Clay, yet he would not yield to the warmer friends 
of gen. Harrison in admiration of his virtues. 

Mr, Holly said Vermont had never bowed the 
knee to Baal, and had obtained the honorable dis- 
tinction of being always right. He said they would 
go to the white house at Washington, (through the 
ballot box), and, asa gallant son of Vermont, when 
he obtained the surrender of the fort, they would 
demand its surrender “in the name of the Great 
Jehovah and of the national convention.’’ 

Mr. Baldwin, of Virginia, Mr. Bates, of Michi- 











gan, Mr. Huntington, of Indiana, Mr. Brunel!, and 
several other gentlemen, spoke in favor of the nomi- | 
nations with much eloquence. | 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. R. 
Johnson, of Maryland, and unanimously adopted: 

«Resolved, That this convention recommend to. 
the WHIG YOUNG MEN ofthe several states to bold | 
a whig convention on the 22d of February, 1840, or | 
any other day that may be agreed upon, in the city | 
of Baltimore, forthe purpose of general organiza- | 
tion, and to adopt measures for the securing of suc- | 
cess to the ticket nominated.” 

The question waa then taken on the resolution | 
offered by Mr. Johnson, that Witttam H. Harat-| 
son, of Ohio, be the candidate for president, and | 
Joun Tycer, of Virginia, the candidate for vice 
president, and it was unanimously adopted, and) 
received with acclamation and shouting froi all | 
corners of the house. 

On motion of gov. Owen, of North Carolina, a 
committee of one from each state was appointed to 
inform the candidates of their nomination. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously given to the 

resident for the able and efficient manner in which 
c had performed his du'y, for which he returned 
his thanks in an appropriate and eloquent acdress. | 

Thanks were voted to the revereid clergy for 

heir attendance and politeness as chaplains to the 
convention, : 

The convention then adjonrned sine die in the 
ntimost harmony and good feeling. 





MR, FOSTER’S LETTER. 

A communication from Ephraim H. Foster, a sena- 
tor in the congress of the United States from the 
state of Tennessee, to the general assembly of 
that state, touching certain instructing resolutious 
passed on the I4th Nov, 1839. | 


Grl.TLEMEN: My determinations in regard to 
the future occupation of the seat I have now the 
bonor to hold in the senate of the United States 
have long since been made public, and cannot have 
escaped the notice of those on whose accordant 
opinions | was all along resolved it should depend. 
Under ordinary circumstances, I should have free- 
ly taken common rumor as the evidence of a colli- 
sion in these opinions; but the weight and magni- 
tude of the principles involved in the bitter con- 
flicts of the day, the doubttul verdict of the people 
ou alate occasion, and the simultaneous remon- 
strances of many whishes 1 could not suffer myself 
to disregard, have persuaded me to aid in making up 
a more soleinn and enduring record, by awaiting 
the declarations. of that. high tribunal which, iv 
long established usage, claims to control the sena- 
torial vote. 


In consenting to adopt this course, I beg to dis- 
claim all thought of foreing upon the legislature of 
Tennessee an uncecessary or untimely issue; and, 
least of all, an intention of dictating to its members 
the terms upon which I might be expected to re- 
main in the service of the state. The acknow- 
ledged distractions of the public mind, and the peca- 
liar crisis in our affairs, added to the delicate rela 
tions that connect me with the representatives of 
the people, will, I trust, secure me against the first 
imputation. For the latter, | can truly and sincere- 
lv disavow a sentiment of vanity that never cross- 
ed my bosom. In deep and unafiected humility, | 
confess without envy the superior qualifications ol 
many who would feel themselves proudly flattered 
by obtaining the distinguished oflice now in my 
keeping, and who, I doubt not, woald hail an op- 
poitanity of signalizing their zeal in the service 
of their constituents. My great and only object 
has been—I repeat it—to elicit a full and frank in- 
terchange of political opinions, and thus to make 
up some indisputable issues for the future consiae- 
ration and decision of the public mind; and having 
read and examined the preamble and resolutions 
adopted by a majority of your honorable body on 
the 14th instant, I appear before you now in order 
to fulfil the expectations my yoluutary declarations 
have long since created. Before doing so, however, 
[ cannot help believing it due to my character, as 
[I value the support and good opinions of my friends 
and the world, that | should state the reasons which 
influence my course, and defend the sentiments I 
shall presently avow. Under this view of my pe- 
culiar situation, I confidently claim the indulgence 
of all, but more especially the patience and atten- 
tion of that portion of your honorable body whose 
preponderating counsels, virtually inviting me to 
retire from public life, have created the necessity of 
an open, full and free defence. 


It would be indecorous in me, gentlemen, and 
unbecoming, to criticise the matter, the dress, or 
the spirit of your preamble and resolutions—the 
facts alleged, or the inferences drawn from your ar- 
ray of facts. If the right to instruct be adinitted, 
the force of reason, and the common ornaments of 
style and composition, add nothing to the weight 
and strength of your commands; nor would the ab- 


sence of all, or either of these, however palpable, 
weaken the obligations of passive obedience. 


Whether I admit or deny this right, I shall best ae- 
quit myself to our common constituents and the 
country by treating your public acts with the utmost 
respectand politeness. I shall consult the dictates of 
my own feelings by doing so; and relying upon the 
attentive hearmyg and dispassionate judginent of my 
fellow citizens on the arguments I am about to ad- 
vance, I hasten to submit my views on all the itm- 
portant topics to which you have been pleased’ to 
direct my mind. 

If the first branch of your resolutions covered all 
the difference of opinion that exist between us, and 
if [ were disposed to save my station by the con- 
cealment of thought, I might for the present safety 
pocket your instructions and return to my seat in 
the senate. The warmest advocates of a_ national 
bank would not attempt that measure under the 
hopeless favor of the present administration; and the 
jealous apprehensions which induce you now to 
forestall the senatorial suffrage will, in all probabi- 
lity, have entirely evaporated, or lost all their pow- 
er and influence, long before it would be iny duty to 
act on the important subject. This, however, argues 
little or nothing against the commendable freedom 
which prompts you to candor in an age of conceal- 
ment and duplicity. And although it may be that 
an envious world will still charge or suspect a poll. 


tical design, ! honor and applaud ‘the policy whieh 
speaks openly, and will testify my sincerity by an 
equal boldness. 

I am instructed, gentlemen, in your first resolu- 
lution, “to vote against the chartering of a national 
bank,”’ and the broad basis of the injunction ne- 
cessarily includes a national bank in every form and 
under any modification. I cannot obey this requi- 
sition without doing violence to my own best judg- 
ment and disregarding all the lessons of past expe. 
rience, and I cherfully embrace the occasion to 
submit some of the reasons which influence my 
Opinions to the candid consideration of an impartial 
public. , | 

[In order to make room for the residue of this in- 
teresting letter, we omit, as being already fami- 
liar to our readers generally, the detail of the argu- 
ment in favor of a national bank.] 


Pursuing, gentlemen, the same order of subjects 
you have adopted, I have next to answer toa reso- 
iution which enjoins it on me ‘to vote for and to 
use all fair and proper exertions to procure the 
passage of the measure brought forward. in the 
congress of the United States, commonly called the 
sub-treasury bill or independent treasury bill, the 
object of which was to separate the. collection, 
keeping and disbursement of the public money 
from all banks, so as to make the money of the 
United States independent of all.banks, as recom- 
mended by the president (of the United States) in 
his several messages communicated to the lastcon- 
gress of the United States.” As the immediate 
and pressing importance of the subject heightens 
the interest of this particular text, it might have 
been esteeined an act of especial condescension if 
your honorable body had thought it worth while to 
define your position with that precision which the 
character and gravity of the topic so eminently 
demand, 


In the first stages of the sub-treasury, an early 
schisin divided to professed friends of this favorite 
measure of governinent,and I have yet to learn 
that a hearty reconciliation has happily restored 
harmony of purpose to the diverging elements of 
party. The purity of the system, as recommend 
and still persisted in by the president and a “Spar- 
tan band” around hits, demands a chaste and un- 
conditional “divorce” of bank and government, and 
the exclusive use olf go/d and silver in the opera- 
tions of the treasury. The rigors of such an ab- 
stemious separation alarmed an imposing division of 
his friends. They insisted upon a stealthy, un- 
stable, and unwedded intercourse with a discarded 
bride, and, for aught I know, they constitute the 
strongest flank of the sub-treasury forces. If I 
were imbued with the doctrines inculeated by your 
resolution, and disposed to guide my vote by your 
wishes, the ambiguity of your language would 
leave me at a loss which of these two sides to take. 
But my objections to both relieve ine of embarrass- 
ment, and it only remains for me to declare *‘un- 
compromising hostility’? and to vindicate my op- 
position to the system in every form it has been 
made to assume. 


Since the memorable revulsion of 1887, when 
the sudden and calamitous fall of priees and the 
general suspensidn of specie payments prostrated 
trade and commerce, degraded the currency, and 
overthrew all the boasted but illusory promises of 
government on the unaided capacity of the local 
banks, the great question of the “collection, safe- 
keeping and transferring of the public money” has 
filled the largest space in the public eye. Theno- 
velty of the scheine proposed by the president, con- 
trasted with ihe wretched condition of the country 
andthe former prosperous usages of the treasury, 
startled his adversaries, and created that fatal divi- 
sion in the rauks of his advocates and supporters 
which has thus far fortunately postponed the syste- 
matic organization of another untried ‘experi- 
ment.”” My early conviction against the sub- 
treasury remain unehanged, and, from aught I car 


see, are unchangeable. Passing by the danger of 
important innovations on the financtal operations of 
the country where long and successful practice has 
proved the value and utility of any particular polt- 
cy, | have other strong and insuperable objections 
to the system in question. It will multiply expen- 
ses and increase the patronage and the alarming 
strength of the executive arm of the federal go- 
vernment. The cheap and harinless diguise under 
which this young and toothless power is so piously 
recommended to our favor is a treacherous argu- 
ment against its future rapid growth and dangerous 
maturity. An observing eye may sometimes de- 
tect future greatness in small beginnings, and ex- 
perience of the past must signally deceive us if the 
modest “retinue” of a new sub-treasury does not 
speedily swell into a lengthened train of pensioned 





advocates, who shall bask in the sunshine of exe- 
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cutive favor, and feed in haif-concealed idleness 
on the fat of theland. The history of this govern- 
ment in many of its departinents, and the fearfal 

th of the ‘blue book” from a tew scanty sheets 
to a ponderous voluine, give feariul proofs io these 
my apprehensions. | 


I object to tlie sub-treasury because, in the com- 
parative insufficiency of any guaranty this new 
swarin of confidential money keepers can give the 
country, the public treasure must always be inse- 
cure. If we could be unmindful of all the arga- 
ments drawn from the weakness of human nature, 
or if we could forget the divine lesson which 
teaches us to pray for deliverance “from tempta- 
tion,” it still sees to me that the experience of 
the last few years, bringing with it multiplied in- 
stances Of official peculation astounding to the pub- 
lic ear, and without any precedent in the history 
of modern nations, should awaken doubt and in- 
spire our fears. And where now are these delaul- 
ters, ignobly illustrious by the splendor and magni- 
tude of their crimes?) Where their ample bonds- 
men with the means of full restitution? The rob- 
ber escapes with his ill-gotton spoil, and all the 
wealth of his securities dues not return to the coun- 
try a tithe of a tenth of the loss. They were sub- 
treasurers in every thing else but the name, and 
whois weak enongh to believe that an empty title 
can change the nature of man, or sanctify his wick- 
ed propensities? 

In the search for precedents among the fraternity 
of civilized nations, France is said to present the 
best model of a sub-treasury; but a slight exami- 
nation of its parts will soon convince us that we 
may copy the vices without imitating the excellen- 
ces of her system. Her sub-treasurers indemnify 
the nation against the possibility of loss by a depo- 
site of governinent stocks to the full amount of the 
taxes for which they are to account; but it is no 
crime to make a free use of the revenue whilst it 
remaius in their hands, and the emoluments of 
office consist in the rich fruits of speculation pre- 
dicated upon the employment of public money. 
Does any body believe that the American people 
would submit to such a system? 


There are, as I conceive, other vital evils likely 
to grow oul of this new system, and, situated as 
this state is, they are evils which must fall with 
unmitigated force on the labor and industry of our 
constituents. ‘he sub-treasury as proposed and 
insisted on by the president, let it always be re- 
membered, recommends an absolute divorce from 
banks and bank paper, and limifs the treasury of 
the United States inthe collection and disburse- 
ment of the revenue to the exclusive receipt and 
payment of the precious metals. It every man was 
an office holder, or, what is equally absurd, if every 
section of the republic could participate ratably in 
a public expenditure, which, with a rapid progres- 
sive increase, now annually absorbs and emits an 
amount nearly equal to one-half of all.the gold and 
silver in the country, there might be some mercy 
and plausibility in the measure. But the gross 
absurdity of all such visionary speculations stamps 
the whole system with an utter want of justiceand 
equality, and invokes us to resist. the consumma- 
tion of a scheinme which may limit the hopes or 
crush forever the growing energies of our country. 
A few words will explain the thought and unveil 
the latent danger. There may be from seventy to 
eighty millions of gold and silver in the United 
States, whilst the yearly expense of the govern- 
ment at Washington falls but little short of half 
that amount, and nearly the whole of the latter 
sum is disbursed in the Atlantic states, on the gulf 
of Mexico, and at vur remote Indian frontier. It 
is disbursed at these distant points, but, by the in- 
visible and almost inscrutable agency of the reve- 
nue laws operating on trade and consumption, it is 
gathered from every part of our wide and extended 
etnpire—from every house and every poll. The 
rich coutribute from their abundance, and the poor, 
unknown as it may be to themselves, send in their 
mite. The silent but searching energies of a trea- 
sury which collects without openly inserting its 
fingers into our pockets, exact unsparing tribute 
from the necessities as well as the luxuries of life, 
and the fron, with the salt and other indispensable 
comforts and condiments of the most frugal house- 
hold, share this great public burden in common 
with the silver and the gold, the silks and the furs, 
the sparkling wines, the costly garments, and all 
the gorgeous splendors of wealth aud afiluence. 


If these assertions be true—and no candid mind 
will doubt them—and if ‘Tennessee, in hereafter 
contributing her portion of this great specie reve- 
nue, receives hothing back in the way of govern- 
ment expenditures, will it not, in connection with 
other disadvaniages always operating on the pros- 
perity of a new country, create adrain upon the 





precious metals in her limits, which aH her re- 


sources and her utmost energies cannot sufficiently 
resist?- In many of the other states, the action of 
the public treasury, like the repelling pulsations, of 
the human heart, may lessen tie danger of deple- 
tion by alinost instanily throwing back the circula. 
tion upon the suffering extremities; but where. are 
our bational workshops, our arsenals, our armories, 
our navy yards, our countless round of public 
works, and the long roll of officials, artisans and 
laborers, ready to return upon us, like a ‘*suinmer’s 
cloud,” the genial and fertiliziug moisture their ex- 
hausting influences have extracted? The answer 
is short. A federal court, with the ordinary atten- 
dants of such a tribunal, the deputies of the post- 
master general, nine-tenths of them withoyt a 
salary, and at Nashville a ‘“‘receiver of the customs” 
without a strong box, or the least use for one— 
these are the ‘‘common carriers” between us and 
the public exchequer, and they constitute the suin 
of our hopes upon the returning bounties of a gold- 
en sub-treasury, In such a state of things, if my 
fears betray me_ not, specie, instead of being the 
standard of value and the universal medium of ex- 


change, will be speedily converted into an article. 


of merchandise, and, like every thing else, will rise 
and fallin the iwarket in proportion to “supply and 
demand.”’?. The present generation has witnessed 
the effects of such a calamity more than once, aud 
the recent recollections of all save me the pain of 
portraying the mischiefs which necessarily follow, 
when the precious metals are daily fluctuating in 
value, and a depreciated bank paper. becomes the 
common and ordinary currency of the country. 

| There is yet another threatening evil in the sys- 
tem, tov odious and too flagrant to be passed by in 
silence. 

It will create distinctions in the currency, and 
the better portion of the circulation will be partially 
monopolized by those who live by the industry of 
others, whilst they themselves produce nothing. 
The officers and agents of the general government, 
from the president of the U. States down through 
the long catalogue of federal dependants, are to be 
provided for and paid in the precious metals; but 
is any one so silly and short-sighted as to believe 
that they will disdain this unequal advantage, and 
in their tarn generously circulate the ‘glittering 
emoluments” oj station? Will they pay the farmer, 
the merchant, the tradesman, the shoemaker, the 
blacksmith, and all the scanty wages of labor, in 
the sound funds received at the public treasury? or 
will they seek the money changer, dispose of their 
gold and silver at its superior value in the market, 
and discharge their engagements by the use of a 
baser currency? Office seldoin corrects the ‘ruling 
passion” of man, and the universal cupidity of the 
hui:nan heart willreadily supply self-taught and faith- 
ful answers to these inquiries. Let us not deceive 
ourselves. The spirit of party in its excesses, too 
frequently deaf to the voice of reason, truth and¢ 
justice, may for a season temper such insolent dis- 
tinctions to the public feeling, but the “‘sober second 
thought” of the nation will soon scan the hateful 
inequality, and indignantly spura that policy which 
separates the people from their government, and 
elevates the servant at the expense of his inaster. 

I could multiply objections, but content myselt 
by stating one or two more arguments against 
this. untried “experiment.” The operations of a 
sub-treasury—necessarily obedient to the irregular 
wants of government, and wholly unconnected with 
the ligitimate calls of commerce—would agitate 
and afflict the country by the frequent removal 
and transportation of the precious metals. An In- 
dian war at the south might weaken and paralyze 
the trade of New York, New Orleans or Charles- 
ton, by withdrawing millions of specie from those 
points, and precipitating a burdensome and lifeless 
treasure upon the swamps and hammocks of. Flo- 
rida. It would be a waste of time to recapitulate 
the evils of such a state of things, since a slight 
acquaintance with the laws which regulate credil 
will teach us that nothing affects this great source 
of national prosperity so fatally as the sudden dis- 
placement of gold and silver. These last, to a great 
extent, constitute the foundations of the whole 
credit system—a system whose judicious use. dis- 
tinguishes the, present age, and the successful. ap- 
plication of which has made ‘a remote island in the 
northern ocean’? the workshop and proud arbiter 
of surrounding nations. England is indebted, ina 
great degree, for her supremacy-to a wise combina- 
tion. of capital and credit, and she owes the stability 
of credit to the steady location of capital. Recent 
and repeated demonstrations prove how sensitively 
she regards these weighty considerations, and how 
sternly she checks the least efflux of specie froin 
its accustomed home. . Shali we close our ears to 
the-lessons of experience, or refuse to profil our- 
seives of the wisdom of others? 


atin J 


There is yet another way in which we may dis- 
cuss (his important subject, and make its dangers 
apparent to the most uathinking mind. The ge- 
neral government, as 1 have elsewhere observed, 
collec(s its immense revenue by what politicians 
call an tadirect tax: and the mysteries of a system 
which seals in silent impunity from unconscious 
purses tnay easily deceive a well-informed com- 
munity, whilst it imposes heavy burdens on their 
industry.. The necessary policy of our state go- 
vernment avoids all subterfuge, and appealing open- 
ly to the pockets of the people, sustains itseif by a 
direct and equal money tax upon all the property of 
the country. Every citizen pays in proportion to 
his weaith and means, and the aggregate amount 
may be made to correspond in a reasonable degree 
with the wants of the treasury. 


I forbear any commentary upon the superior ex- 
cellences of this system of taxation, but may briefly 
remark, in passing along, that, by reaching the sense 
of the dullest capacity it excites the watchfulness 
and jealousy of all, and tends thereby, in an eminent 
degree, to secure the country against the official 
peculation and a wasteful consumption of the pub- 
lic money. It may yet be our duty to consider if 
such a system would not promote economy, and 
check the frightful increase of fraud aud extrava- 
gance in the administration of the general govern- 
nent. But I return to the thought I was pursuing. 
And what, let me ask, would be the consequences 
of the public mind if this legislature, copying the 
maxims inculeated by higher powers, shoulda. en- 
grait the principles of the sub-treasury upon our 





local institutions, and decree the exclusive use of 
gold and silver in the collection and disbursement 
upon our state and county taxes?: Would not the at- 
tempt excite universal public indignation, and im- 
mortalize the shame of every individual who shoukl 


|dare to promote or countenance the destructive 


measure? I leave these interrogatories in the hands 
of those whose station implies a knowledge of pub- 
lic sentiment, and whose wisdom and goodness 
would not, [ hope, intentionally injure or oppress 
their constituents, But principle is immutable, and 
there are no distinctions warranting the policy in the 
federal government, which would not sanction and 


compel its adoption by Tennessee and every other 
state in the union. 


I am charged, gentlemen, in your third resoiu- 
tion, to vote in future against the provisions of a 
bill introduced before the senate at the Jast session 
of congress, entitled ‘a bilk to prevent the inter- 
ference of certain federal officers in elections.”°— 
The principles of this bill are denounced as a “vio- 
lation of the constitution of the United States,” 
and, with an ‘unqualified’? condemnation of the 
apprebation given by me to the measure, I am fur- 
ther directed ‘to use all fair and proper exertions, 





ito prevent the passage of the same or any similar 
| bill.” 


If it could have suited the temper and dignity of 
the legislature to have delivered a sentiment with- 
out pointing a rebuke, your senators would have 
been saved the unmerited censures which so studi- 
ously clothed this particular branch of their in- 
structions. It is possible | may have mistaken the 
constitution of ny country when I gave the offen- 
Sive vote in question; nor can the gray hairs of my 
| venerable colleague—chastened as he is in the wis- 
| dom of the law, and dating an unsullied political 
‘diploma long before most of your honorable body 
were old enough to have escaped your horn-books 
—always secure hit against involuntary deviation. 
I speak for myself, and may safely answer for bim, 
that we both feel, in all becoming humility, the im- 
perfections and short comings to which ‘all flesh is 
heir,”? and from which the pageantry of office can 
no wore exempt the members of your honorable 
body than it does those against whom you have 
been pleased to level “unqualified”? condemnation. 
Conscious, however, of the reetitade of my own 
purpose, and freely vouching forthe patriotic mo- 
tives of wy colleague on this as on all other occa- 
sions of a long, virtuous and eventful public life, I 
appeal for both of us irom the harsh denunciations 
of the legislature-to the more temperate judgments 
of a magnanimous people. If we have erred at all, 
it was by supporting and endeavoring to enforce 
opinions promulgated by Jefferson, subsequently 
tempi and proclaimed by an illustrious individual 
of our own neighborhood, and more recently advo- 
|cated by other names favorably esteemed by a ma- 
jority of your honorable body, though less known 
to fame and distinction. To run over the proofs in 
isupport of this assertion, would, be to repeat the 

recorded evidences which have been but lately 

copied into every discussion of this subject; but 
the solemn drapery you have thrown aryund the 
gnestion demands this, repetition, and pardons or 
excuses the act. areca. 
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One of the earliest réforms contended for by the 
republican party embraced the evils growing out 
of executive patronage and the interference of 
federal officers in the elections of the people.— 
Even before his elevation to the presidency, Mr. 
Jefferson did not hesitate to deciare that «‘inter- 
ference with elections, whether of the state or fede- 
ral governments, by, officers of the latter, should be 
deemed cause of removal,” because, as he added, 
‘‘the constitutional remedy, by the elective princi- 
ple, becomes nothing if it may be stacthered by the 
enormous patronage of the general government. 
Accordingly, no sooner had this great man reached 
the executive chair, than he caused these salutary 
doctrines to be proclaimed, and the instrument 
which conveyed his injunctions wound up with 
this memorable sentiment, “the right of any (fede- 
ral) officer to give his ‘vote at elections, as a quali- 
fied citizen, is not meant:to be restrained, nor, 
however given shall it have any effect to his preja- 
dice; but it is expected that he will not attempt to 
juflyence the votes of others, nor take any part in 
the business of 1 land that being deemed 
inconsistent with the spirit of the constitution and 
his duties to it.”? If, then, in the deliberate judg- 
ment of this great “Gamaliel” of democracy, it was 
‘sinconsistent with the spirit of the constitution,” 
for federal officers to ‘‘atiempt to influence the votes 
of others, or take any ~~ in the business of elec- 
tioneering,” and if he declared the offence to con- 
stitute a just cause for *‘removal,”’ who is he that 
denounces a statute probibiting the evil as a viola- 
tion of that great inetrument and an abridgment of 
the freedom of speech?” It is, in fact, an oppres- 
sive use of legitimate powers! The restraint is 
but a condition upon which every man may volun- 
tarily refuse or accept office, and, like the ordinary 
stipulations of any other contract, may be lawfully 
enforced. | No tnan is bound in this country to take 
public employment; but whoever does may be 
equitably compelled to subscribe beforehand and 
afterwards to fulfil all the injunctions which a high 
regard to the common welfare may prompt the le- 
gislative authority to interpose. 

And what is the “freedom of speech,” of which 
so much is said, and oftentimes so little understood? 
When Mr. Jefferson solemnly warned federal offi- 
cers not “to attempt to influence the votes of 
others,’? or to “take any part in the business of 
electioneering,”’ under pain of “removal,” did he 
violate the constitution by ‘abridging the freedom 
of speech?” 

If it be true, as he has declared, that such con- 
duct is *‘against the spirit of the constitution,” may 
not congress, equally with the president, take cog- 
nizance of the erime, and defend the “elective 
principle”: by securing it “against the enormous 
patronage of the general government?” 

A ruffian enters the halls of congress, interrupts 
business by his clamors, an¢ insults the delibera- 
tions of that body by thrusting his voice and opi- 
nions into its counsels: he is arrested and committed 
for the aggression. Is this an abridgment of the 
«freedom of speech.” The mercenary wretch who 
impiously approaches a member of the same as- 
seinbly, and proposes to touch or control his vote 
by a bribe, only indulges the ‘freedom of speech.” 
Such wicked advances have been more than once 
made, but the instant resentment of an insulted le- 
gislature has asserted its dignity and punished the 
offender. Was this an abridgment of the “freedom 
of speech?” A subordinate in the army or navy is 
not permitted to utter words of reproach or disre- 
spect to a. superior officer: nor does the truth of ex- 
pression excuse a breach of discipiine, or secure 
his escape’ from punishment. Is this an abridg- 
ment of the ‘freedom of speech?” If, then, these 
necessary and wholesome restraints do not violate 
the constitution—and every candid mind must ad- 
mit that they do not—can it be that congress may 
not lawfully secure the “elective principle” against 
“the enormous patronage of the general govern- 
ment,’’ by silencing federal officers, beings of its 
own creation, and the servants at will of the presi- 
dent? If nay, then indeed are we fast falling back 
upon the worst principles of the anti-republican 
school of °98, and it will not be many years now 
before the associated band of federal office-holders 
emboldened by oursubmission, animated by a coin- 
mon interest, and guided by one impulse—will vir- 
tually control the election and succession to the 
presidency, and we, ‘petty inen,”’ may 

“Walk under (their) huge legs, and peep about 

To find ourselves dishonorable graves.” 


It was in a Jively fear of these dangers that } 
gave iny support to. the bill you now reprobate; and 
cirboligh the gross misreprestntations of partisan | 
Jeaders beyond your Malls have instilled a wide- 
spread belief that the measure in question—like 





the odious enactments of anuther age, still hatefully 


remembered by their titles—was intended to “gap”? 
the people or the officers of their own’ free choice, 
nothing is more false and untrue. Congress pos- 
sesses no power to control these, nor is there a fea- 


ture in the bill which hints at the utnwarrantable | 


usurpation. The “alien and sedition laws” sought 
to shield the officers of the federal government 
against the “freedom of speech and the press,” and 
the indignant murmurs of an insulted nation repelled 
the wanton invasion of its liberties. ‘The policy 
we are now discussing reverses the proposition, 
and is designed to secure our elections “free and 
incorrupt” against the power of the president, and 
the influence of that great host who owe their 
“datly bread” to his bounty. The two principles, 
wide apart as the poles, adinit of no affinities, and 
the sober and dispassionate judment of the people 
will sooner or later detect the differences, and they 
will “fly to the rescue.” 

The election of president Jackson was hailed as 
a glorious era by the friends of reform. In his'ele- 
vation they were tanght to beliéve that they had 
achieved a great and decisive victory, in defiance 
of the patronage of the federal government, and 
despite the power and influence of its officers. But 
Jackson, like Jefferson, had felt, as he believed, the 
sharp lances of the Praetorian bands, the force of 
discipline, and the weight of the battle-axe; and, 
in a moment of pure devotion to his country and her 
institutions, when his heart was still warm and ‘his 
wounds unstanched, it was thus that he addressed 
an adiniring people: "The recent demonstration of 
public sentiment inscribes on the list of executive 
duties, in characters too legible to be overlooked, 
the task of reform, which will require particularly 
the correction of those abuses that have brought 
the patronage of the federal government in conflict 
with the freedom of elections.” It is not for me to 
say how far this great assurance was afterwards for- 
gotten or performed. Buta few more fleeting years 
inust sweep away the illustrious personage who ut- 
tered this truthful quotation: his enemies, with his 
admirers, all of them, will soon’ follow. History, 
which has already recorded the text, will then write 
her commentary, and an unbiased and impartial 
world must sit in judgment upon the promise and 
its fulfilment. “Reasons. of state” and the artful 
persuasions of mercenary courtiers—those lean and 
hungry vultures that haunt alike the palaces of 
kings and the humble teriements of a republican 
chief magistrate—these may have chilled the enthu- 
siasm that dictateda noble sentiment; but truth and 
principle are eternal, and can never change. An 
equal moiety, if not the largest portion of your fel- 
low citizens, still shout the patriotic alarm—they 
rally still under the pure white banner of democra- 
cy—and they solemnly admonish yout to disarm the 
“janizaries” in time, or to prepare your necks for 
the bow-string and the scimitar. Of these I am 
one—humble, [ know, but, to the best of my feeble 
powers, faithful and true to the constitution and the 
country. And from the elevated platform where it 
pleased your predecessors to place me—but whence 
itis my purpose in a few more short breaths to 
make a voluntary decent—I seize a last imposing 
opportunity to wara my countrymen and constitu- 
ents of every political creed, against an evil that is 
daily sapping and undermining the citadel of liber- 
ty. “The constitutional remedy by the elective 
Sead as becomes nothing if it may be smothered 

y the enortnous patronage of the general govern- 
ment.” 

Your Saxon ancestors of old England—next to 
their descendants in this hemisphere the freest na- 
tion on earth—comprehend the magnitude of a dan- 
ger which some amongst us are disposed to treat 
too lightly. The jealousy of the peoplé and the 
stern dignity of a British parliament have uniform- 
ly repelled the least invasion of the “elective prin- 
ciple” by the pensioned officers of the crown. 
They have pursued the evil for more than a hundred 
and fifty years, in every form it has assumed, under 
every intervening reign, and against all opposition. 
Nor has it been that sickly and hypocritical resist- 
ance which burns in the struggles of party, but too 
often dies away on the acquisition of power. A 
British queen, distinguished for her virtues, adored 
Sy her subjects, and feared of crowned heads, was 
compelled on the firm remonstranee of her *faith- 
ful commons” to dismiss a confidential servant of 
her household, and he a reverend prelate of the 
church, for having stimulated his friends to oppose 
the election of a particular candidate for parlia- 
ment. Ata subsequent period, the first personage 
under the throne, and the most popular minister of 
his day, ventared to say, in answer to a complaint 
of official interference in' an election, that he could 
see no greal cuuse of alarm inthe case presented. 
Instantly, and from all sides: of the house, the in. 


visionora dissenting voice the commons of ‘old 
England” immediately resolved “that it is highly 
criminal for any minister or ministers, or any olber 
servant of the crown in Great Britain, directly or 
indirectiy, to make use of the power of his office 
inorder to influence the elections of members of 
parliament, and that an attempt to exercise that in- 
fluence was an attack upon the dignity, the honor, 
and the independence of parliament, an infringe. 
ment of the rights and liberties of the people, and an 
attempt to sap the basis of their free and happy con- 
stitution.” 

I have yet, gentlemen, a more memorable record 
to repeat, and if it carries the remedy further than 
the warmest advocates of reform ever yet, thought 
of pushing it in this country, it certainly proves the 
alarming height to which the evil had grown in Eng- 
land, and may warn us what we may expect some 
day or other, unless we face the mischief by times, 
and check at once its fearful growth. 


About the middle of the reign of the third George, 
the interference and influence of the officers of go- 
vernment in elections of the people had ripened 
into an intolerable and destructive grievance. 
Banded together by a common interest, and backed 
by the support and countenance of the crown, they 
were able at many points to turn the election in 
favor of the candidates of thethrone. But the 
whigs of Great Britain felt the crises, and met it 
like treemen. They made a bold rally on their 
strength, and parliament, by one act, disfranchised 
every oflicer employed in the customs, in the col- 
lection and management of the excise duties, and 
in the post office, ‘forty thousand in number.” 
And who is he, the friend of his country, without 
being the slave of party—who is he that does not 
see in the present tendency of this abuse the most 
destructive and ruinous consequences? Whilst we 
are gravely spliting straws, and balancing doubtful 
and subtle questions of constitutional law, an_or- 
ganized force of a hundred thousand disciplined of- 
fice holders, headed by one chieftain, protected by 
his bounty, and controlled by the hand that feeds 
them, are silently marching to the onslanght. The 
enemy is upon us, and we wake not; neither do we 
stir. So Samson slept in the embraces of a treach- 
erous female until he was shorn of his strength, 
and delivered over in cords to the hands of Philis- 
tines. The giant’s fate forebodes our future desti- 
ny, and distant nations may applaud the heroism 
which, in one great act of self-destruction, crushes 
the op pressor and the oppressed beneath one common 
ruin: but posterity will weep over the broken co- 
lumns sak seaitensd fragments of the fairest temple 
of freedom the world has ever yet beheld. 


Your fourth resolution, gentlemen, important in 
all its bearings, present to the consideration two 
subjects of distinct import. They were both of 
them elaborately discussed in the senate at the Jast 
session of congress; and, without a distinet recol- 
lection of the fact, an impression remains on my 
mind that I voted against a proposition to distribute 
among the states the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands. However this may be, (and I am by 
no means certain) I aim sure I did not intend tocom- 
init myself for or against the policy. without more 
mature deliberation and consultation,and so ex- 
pressed myself repeatedly when the measure, was 
pending before the senate. Subsequent reflections 
have given a firmer bias to previous unsettled opi- 
nions, and I am now determined to advocate the dis- 
tributing policy. The spirit of enterprise—in its 
excess, a crying evil of the day—has involved. the 
states, most of them, in heavy pecuniary obliga- 
tions. Tennessee is already in the vortex, and, 
without some legislative interposition, she, too, will 
soon owe her millions. Without intending, then, 
in any thing I am saying, to favor or condemn. the 
wisdom or necessity of creating heavy responsabili- 
ties, which may prove a blessing or a curse to our- 
selves and posterity, I may be permitted to express 
my fears lest the means set apart for that great and 
essential object will not always prove sufficient to 
meet the interest on our great and increasing state 
debt. In such an event, the fearful question must 
arise, will the people consent to pay a tax to dis- 
eharge this interest? The magnitude of this ques- 
tion, and the consequences of a decision either way, 
should never be lost sight of by those who partici- 


an interest in the character and prosperity of the 
state. Looking forward, thevefore, to such a crisis 
as. not altogether improbable under our present 
policy, it has occurred to me as a measure of pru- 
dence, to regard the public domain, or our just share 
of its proceeds, as our only certain resource against 
any future calamity emanating from an iwprovident 
aud unmanageable state debt. 


dignant clamors of n¥embefs ‘feréed lord ‘Northeto ps ‘There is yet another powerful persuasion that 


qualify and explain his meaning, and without a di- 








prompts me to favor a distribution of the proceeds 


pate in the management of public affairs, or take - 
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of the public. lands. The situation of the central 
inland states deprives them of any Just participa- 
tion in the expenditures of the general government; 
whilst the same cause does not exempt thein from 
contributing their share to the great federal revenue 
out of which these expenditares are supplied. It is 
not possible, I admit under our financial system, to 
make an accurate calculation of the amount of taxes 
annually paid by the people of Tennessee into the 
treasury of the United States. But I have explain- 
ed, in another place, the manner in which these 
taxes are collected; and, if we estimate the amount 
by a comparative view of wealth and population, it 
cannot fall short of a million of dollars. Yearly, 
then, do we pay into the treasury of the government 
at.Washington this enormous sum of money; and, 
though few perliaps know the fact, or stop to cal- 
culate the cost, it is a constant drain upon our re- 
sources, and abstracts from our sweat and our toils, 
by increasing the price of our salt and our iron, our 
sugars and our spices, and almost every article we 
use or consume. For all this we have no pecunia- 
ry return—literally none. Not so with many other 
states. In times of peace, the federal government 
expends more public money in the city of N. York 
alone in one year than falls to the lot of Tennessee 
in fifty. Thither and to other distant points go all 
the taxes we pay, and there it is lavished upon the 
profligate hirelings of power, or poured down in 
golden showers on the labor and industry of stran- 
gers. Who is he that reflects, and does not see the 
oppressive inequality of such a state of things?— 
When ay day comes, we are told in fraternal ac- 
cents that we are one household; but when the 
bounties of the family chest are to he distributed, 
the “lion’s share’? falls to an older brother—the 
crumbs and the bones are ours. And now that it 
may be in our power to apply a partial corrective 
to these evils, shall we turn our backs upon an in- 
nocent and constitutional reinedy, and proudly scorn 
the invitations of fortune? 


A distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
—and against which we may be raising an unthink- 
ing voice—would, in the worst of times, return ta 
the people of Tennessee several hundred thousand 
dollars a year; it would give them some slight re- 
compense for the unequal expenditure of the public 
money; it would create at once a certain resource 
for the future payment of the principal and interest 
of a threatening state debt; or if, happily, it should 
not be require: for these last great objects, it would 
bring an invaluable acquisition to the “common 
school fund,’ and thus, perchance, enable us, ina 
few years, to carry the blessings of education to the 
door of every family in the state. These are mo- 
mentons subjects, worthy of all consideration.— 
They have engaged my earnest thought, and “from 
the lights before me” I do not hesitate to say that I 


am well determined to repudiate your opinions, and | 


to join myself to that great body of our fellow-citi- 
zens who would decree a distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands for the great purposes of 
education and internal improvement. 


In approaching the second proposition embraced 
in your fourth resolution, I ought perhaps to begin 
my remarks by acknowledging the unexpected ho- 
nor [ feel on finding myself, for the first time, agree- 
ably seated on the same political platform, side to 
side with that majority of your honorable body who 
voted my bill of instructions. [ am directed “to 
vote for and use all fair and proper exertions to pro- 
cure the passage of a law for the graduation and re- 
duction of the price of the public lands, and for 
granting pre-emption rights to the occupant settlers 
thereon.” 


If we happily understand alike the principles of 
this political text, the only difference between us 
will consist in the difficulty of settling the seniority 
of our commissions in the great cause of benevo- 
lence and humanity. I do not state the fact for the 
particular information of your honorable body, as it 
might be rude in me to suppose my instructors ig- 
norant of the acts of a public servant whose path 
they have so condescendingly stooped to enlighten, 
but I desire to notify the less observing among our 
constituents who may chance to read your comain- 
nication and this reply, that, at the last session of 
congress, my honored colleague and myself did 
“vote for and use all fair and proper exertions to 
‘procure the passage of a law for the graduation and 
reduction of the price of the public lands, and for 

ranting pre-emption rights to the occapant settlers 
thereon,” and, inoreover, that such a bill passed the 
senate of the United States with our recorded votes 
in its favor. If, with the presumed knowledge of 
this fact, it was still the desire of your honorable 
body to “make assurance doubly sure, and take a 
bond of fate,” | respectfilly decline the humiliating 
obligation. “I will not chain down-an ‘opinion, how- 
ever honest, or forswear both reason and experience 


in my future course on so great and grave a subject. 
Should I become satisfied hereafter that the huma- 
nity of the measure is evaded or defeated; that the 
poor (as, unfortunately for them, is too often: the 
case) are unwittingly made the instruments of the 
rich; that the helpless or the thoughtless indigent 
are sowing golden harvests for the greedy specula- 
tor, and that the public domain is fast evaporating, 
without benefiting honest labor and humble industry, 
I should at once give my feeble aid in correcting 
the abuse or arresting the law, and I should do so 
with or without the advice of any mortal tribunal. 

By your leave, gentlemen, | could give some 
solid proofs of my respect for the interest of the oc- 
cupant, which, however, they may be shaded or 
eclipsed ‘by the bright and commendable zeal you 
are displaying, may, nevertheless, excuse me the 
vanity of asserting that I am ‘an older’ if nota 
“better soldier” in the cause of humanity than most 
of those who are now reading me lessons of chari- 
ty and benevolence. 


Thrice within the last thirteen years have I been 
called by my countrymen to a seat in the legislature 
of Tennessee, and as often has been my privilege 
in my place there to support, advocate, and defend 
the claims of the occupants residing south of the 
rivers French, Broad and Holston. There is at least 
one witness in your honorable, body, who, if he will, 
can bear me evidence how ardently and sincerely 
I stood forward for this much injured people; and 
there are others not far off who know that, in more 
than one important crisis of their fortunes, my in- 
strumentality aided not a little in securing the pas- 
sage of measures designed to alleviate their bur- 
dens and to remove the hardships under which they 
wererapidly sinking. During the same period, 
uniformly urged and supported every proposition 
brought forward for the reliefof the purchasers and 
settlers in the Hiwassee district; and | voted for 
every legislative measure calculated to protect and 
secure the occupant within the congressional reser- 
vation. The best moments of a.short public career 
in the senate of the United States were dedicated 
to the service of this latter class of my fellow citi- 
zens; and if the most faithful devotions to their 
cause, in my place and out of it, could have pur- 
chased for them their humble homes, they would 
now be free and happy. And, however, the par- 
ticular gravity of this occasion may rebuke the di- 
gression, I must risk the freedom, and, in the part- 
ing accents of a friend who has always stood by 
and never will desert them, I hail these sufferers 
with bright and lively hopes in the future. I bow 
in volantary submission to the political ascendency 
which dismisses me from public employment, but I 
invite thein still to look upward and forward. The 
foundations of their peace are, I hope, surely laid, 
and with seasonable exertions on the part of their 
public servants, it cannot be long now before the 
prison gates are thrown open and the weary cap- 
tives set at liberty. 


I am enjoined, gentlemen, by your fifth resolu- 
tion, ‘to vote for and use all fair and proper exer- 
tions to procure the passage of a law repealing the 
duties on imported salt.”” The policy and the pro- 
priety of this injuction are no doubt recommended 
to the sympathies of the general assembly, in con- 
sequence of the universal necessity of the article 
in question. As an indispensable ingredient in the 
consumption of all, and a substance vot to be lost 
sight of in the successful growth of stock, or in 
the advancement of other branches of husbandry, 
I agree with you that it mma not be subject to 
any tax whatever. The duty a! this day is, com- 
paratively speaking, a trile—if my memory _de- 
ceives me not, but seven cents a bushel—and 
though it be true that the price of salt is much 
higher now in our own markets than it often was 
when the tax was triple its present rate, and the 
cost and difficulty of transportation equally embar- 
rassing, yet these refivctions should not discourage 
us in pushing a principle which abolishes an odious, 
if not an enhancing tax. The only plausible ob- 
jection { can see arises from the supposed stipula- 
tions of the “compromise act,” and a distinguished 
and inexorable Jeader of the Carolina school, if 
I mistake not, at last congress, opposed the pre- 
sent repeal of the duty, mainly on that ground. 
This consideration, however, did not have the same 
influence on the judgment of my honorable col- 
leagne. He voted to abolish the duty, and [dare say 
I should have joined with bim, but for accidental 
absence from my seat when the salt bill was before 
the senate. - 


But there are other things in this short catalogue 
of the wants of the poor, which, as it seems to me, 
should likewise engage our consideration, and claim 
our notice and defence. 
warms generous bosoms, and would lowerthe price, 
| by reducing or removing the duty from that essen- 








tial article, which imparis sharpness and durability 
to the laboring man’s plough, whilst at the same 
time it gives point to his axe and his hoe, and nails 
out the piercing winds of winter from his humble 
habitation. I would touch too, with the same ten- 
der regard, that tax which swells the cost of many 
other commodities, and which, however, they may 
be at times the choice of the rich, fall from neces- 
sity to the invariable lot of the poor. To this class 
[ assign: coarse: wool, coarse woollen cloths and 
felts, with cottun textures of similar quality; and 
now that the period approaches: when we are to 
anticipate a thorough and equitable revisal of our 
whole system of duties and inposts, it is well for 
us to break silence, and demand a just alleviation 
in behalf of all these important interests. 


I have reached at length, gentlemen, your sixth 
and last resolution; and happy on finding myself so 
near the close of a tedious but necessary discussion, 
[ shall dismiss the whole sabject in a few more 
brief remarks, and !eave the decision in the hands 
of that great tribunal—our common masters—whose 
unappealable decrees no public man can prudently 
contemn or safely disregard. 


I am instructed by this resolution “to support, in 
good faith, the leading measures and policy as 
brought forward and advocated by the present pre- 
sident of the United States, and to use all fair and 


proper exertions to carry out and accomplish the 
same.” 


There is in the wording of this injunction a lati- 
tude of expression which leaves an inquiring mind 
to travel about in painful uncertainty, not exactly 
knowing on what particular points it is expected to 
rest, or where it inay be permitted to confess and 
avoid, traverse or deny. If it was the design of the 
vague statement simply to condense all that had 
been previously uttered, and no more, my answer is 
a recorded and need not be repeated. Or if 
the broad and unlimited texture of the sentence was 
intended to comprehend every measure of the presi- 
dent which might have been forgotten or overlooked 
in the draught of your resolations, I am not dispos- 
ed to embrace or resist “air drawn” shadows, and 
respectfully request that my siletice may not be con- 
strued into the admission or rejection of any unde- 
fined principle. But if something more than all this 
was meant; and if it was the purpose of your hono- 
rable body to instruct a senator of the sovereign 


people of Tennessee to support not only the present, © 


but all future “leading measures and policy, as 
brought forward and advocated by the president of 
the United States,” a few words will coniprise my 
short but firm reply: I had as soon be the servant of 
the president as his senator. ‘The livery which decks 
the menial of the “white house” would sink to 
deepest depths his self-degraded brother of the **ca- 
pitol,”’ aud the wide difference of stations would not 
sufficiently measure the diiference of dishonor. 


Having now examined, gentlemen, all the princi- 
ples set forth in your resolutions with the utmost 
freedom and good feeling, and with as much regard 
to brevity as the great importance of the text would 
allow, it only remains for me to seal the sincerity of 
my past declarations, by placing the office I hold at 
the pleasure and command of your honorable body. 
When I was first called to its functions by the voice 
of your predecessors, my political opinions, corres- 
ponding with theirs, were supposed to accord with 
the judgment and decision of the people; and I con- 
sented to assuine the duties of an arduous station 
with all the agreeable anticipations this happy 
union of thought and sentiment so eminently inspir- 
ed. If recent developments are calculated to weak- 
en these gratifying convictions, or if a @udden and 
unexpected revolution in popular feeling has revers- 
ed the friendly and reciprocal views which so lately 
allied me to my immediate constituents and the pub- 
lic, honor and conscious rectitude forbid me to sti- 
pulate for terms of office by a change of position. 
I surrender, without personal regret, a trust which, 
under circumstances, I could not hope to retain 

















without reproach, and now deliver to the represen- 
tatives of the people the commission T have the 
honor to hold in their service. Itreached my hands 
without stain of corruption, and returns to its source 
without a blot of hishonor, 


I cannot conclude this solemn act without aniting 
with good men of every political denomination in a 
fervent prayer for the preservation of our blessed 
civil institutions; that they may still be sustained 
ainid the bitter strife of party, and against the vio- 
lent shocks they seem destined to encounter; ang 
that we, in our turn, may transmit fo posterity, in 
unimpaired value, the rich inheritance bequeathed 
tous by a noble and gallant ancestry. I have the 
honor, gentlemen, to subseribe myself, with high 


{ etnulate the z-al which! consrieration, your obedient servant, 


EPHRAIM H. FOSTER. 








November 15, 1839. 
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_.... GHRONICLE,. ton crop will not fall short.of 1,800,000 bales. The} New Orleans. The adyerti ae 
Anthracite region. ‘I'he three principal Pennsylya- | editor of the Baton Rouge RE ve Bt an sais of Tie a Ag apetementot the. -propactors 


nia anthracite regions, Schuylkill, Lehigh and Lacka- 
wana, have shipped thie season 776,000 tons of coal, 
which is 50,000 more than ‘last year, but 83,000 less 
than in 1837. The Schuylkill ameunt is double the 
Lehigh, and the Lehigh about double the Lackawana. 

Anthracite iron. - 'The’Pottsville Journal announces 
the shipment from thatplace of the first load of anthra- 
cite iron—fifty-four tons! and ten hundred weight— 
from Lyou’s anthracite iron farnance. | 

Amherst college; *The annual catalogue exhibits the 
tollowing numberof students—seniors 47; juniors 43; 
sophomores 41; ‘freshmen 33. ‘l'otal, 169. 

Coal. The shipments of coal, from the Schuylkill 
coal regions, during the present season, up to last 
‘Thursday; amouated to 7,976 buat loads, being 425,370 
ions. ; | 


Cotton crop. Greatefforts are making, in England, 
to supersede American cotton. It is contended that 
British India is capable of growing cotton to the ex- 

nt necessary for the consumption of Great Britain. 
The average export from. Iadia, jor some years, has 
been one thousand million pounds. However, we think 
our planters need be under no a lta of want- 
ing u uiarket for their staple, even if Great Britain should 
succeed in cultivating a sufficient quantity for her own 
use, in her own domains. Russia and the northern 
nations of Hurope have just learned that cotton forms 
a more agreeable garment in a cold climate than lineu, 
and is, withal, much cheaper.. We can at least, do as 
weil without father Bull as he can do without us. 

| [Pittsburg Advo. 

The growth of cottun in Egypt, in 1838, amounted 
to 50,000 bales, of which 49,00 were maho cotton and 
400 Sea Island. During the first six months of 1839, 
the following quantities of maho cotton were exported 
from Alexandria, viz; to Marseilles 7,754 bales, to Li- 
ver pool 4,912, Trieste 3,371, Leghorn 2,642, Antwerp 
19,979 bales. On July 1, there remained in_ the go- 
vernment stores 36,0U0 bales of maho cotton. The 
price of this article in Eevee is 17 talaries per quintal 
of 100 rotolis, and at Marseilles 130f. 28¢. per kilo- 
gramme. The rotoli equals 455 grammes. ‘Vhe talari 
worth 5f. 5c. : 

Egyptian cotton, The exports of cotton from Egypt 
for the present year will amount to sixty thousand bales 
of three hundred and fifty pounds. Of this quantity 
there are five hundred baies of Sea Island cotton, 
which the pasha has introduced into Egypt. ‘The rest 
is of the quality called maho, from a triennial plant or 
cotton tree, which lasts three years. Eyypuan cotton, 
from the length of its staple and fineness, commands 
the next highest price toour Sea Island. It sells for 
sixteen dollars the hundred in Alexandria. 


Erie canal open. The Erie canal is open for nearly 
the whole distance, and there is a prospect that it will 
be again navigable the present season. 


Flour. The Deyton Journal states that a contract to 
deliver 1,000 barrels of flour at $3 62 1-2 has been made 
bya miller of that vicinity. ‘The Middletown (O.) Mail 
states that a lot of corn wassold in Hamilton last week 
ut 25 cents per bushel, and that another lot could not 
find a purchaser at that price. In thé rich corn dis- 
trict of Missouri, 121-2 cents per bushel is now the 
standing price. {Cleveland Herald. 

‘ne Western papers generally notice the fail ot pro- 
duce. “The Massillon (Ohio) Gazette of the 22d_ ult. 
quotes wheat at 50 cents, and but little money to pur- 
chase it with at that price. Oats from 15 to 20 cents. 


Goid mine. An extensive gold mine is said to have 
been discovered in Randolph county, Alabama state. 
in a single day gold to the ammount.ot $4,000 bad been 
obtained. Ove lump was found worth over $320. It 
is supposed to be the richest in North America. 


Horrible lynching. The Southern Miss. Sun of the 
19.h alt. says: Crook and Carter, who were confined 
in the jail of Seoti county for murder, have been taken 
by force from prisom by some of the citizens of that 
county and hung! It will be recollected that they once 
made thagpescupe from the jail and were retaken.— 
They were brought to Rankin county two or three 
Sookh since for trial, but remanded fur want ’of some 
testimony. ‘T’be peoplé have taken the law into their 
own hands, and execated them without a trial. 


Importations. The value of goods exported from 
Great Britain’ to this country in 1833, is estimated at 
uinety millions of dollars. 

Journal of the. Franklia institute, edited by D. P. 
Jones, M..D. Philadelphia. We are indebted to Mr. 
N. Hickman for a. copy of the Noveinber number of 
this valuable publication. Ttis replete with matter of 
imterest to the scientific. reader. Amongst them an 
analysis of the anthracite and iron ores tound in Lu- 
zerne and: Northampton. counties, Pennsylvania, by 
professor, Johnson;, a practical description of the Da- 
guerreotype process, by Daguerre, &c. 


Land Sale. The late land sales at Milwaukie which 
closed on the 20d sult. produced the sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars, all of which it 
is said was paid by the settlers. ‘The sale continued 
two. weeks only. 


Louisiana crops. The New Orleans True Ameri- 


can of the Sch iustant says: “It is calculated by many } 
conversant with the sabject, that the present crop of ; 
sugar will reach 95 to. 99900 hogsheads, whilst the cct- « 





a tour through Mississippi, thus remarks: “The croj 
of cotton are unusually fine. It is thought that they 
will make, throughout the state, one-third more this 
year than they did last.” 

The Attakapas :(La:) Gazette of the 9th instant, 
omy vo -the pietoen foe ae last See pene have 
en grinding cane, and that the quality of the su 
made is of the best quality. The cane alsa welts. well, 
and the weather is extremely favorable. 9 Re es 

The cotton of St. Martin is also described as of the 
very best quality, and the crop abundant, at least, one 
third more than last year. 

[he same paper estimates the aggregate value of the 
sugar, cotton, and beef cattle, raised, in the three towns 
of St. Martin, St. Mary’s and Lafayette (La.) the pre- 
sent season, at two millions of dollars. 


Mammoth barrel of flour. 1t will be remembered that 
col. Meacham, of Oswego county, a few years since 
presented our corporation a mammoth cheese, which 
was sold in small parcels’ at auction for the benefit of 
the Firemen’s Benevolent association, anda large fund 
was realized from that source. Our firemen have now 
employed Mr. Emerson to manufacture a mammoth 
barrel of flour, which they intend to present w the libe- 
ral donor of the cheese. © It weighs a ton, and is pro- 
bubly as large a vessel as was ‘ever packed with that 
article. Did not the colonel understand the manage- 
ment of marninoths, he would be puzzled toknow how 
tu dispose of the unwieldy mass. [Rochester Dem. 


The Methodists, The Methodist church has increas- 
ed 8,700 in the state of Indiana, during the last year.— 
I'he Methodists are a flourishing body of Christians, 
and are on the increase in every section of the union. 


Montauk Indians. King David, (known as Hanni- 
bal), at Hast Hampton, L. I. has, with his squaw, been 
burned to death in their wigwam on Saturday.’ Thus 
taans pe the last of the royal line of the Montauks, 
ong since dwindled to a few basket making miserable 
half-breeds. 


_ Michigan. The whigs of Michigan had a celebra- 
fion and dinner in Detroit on Monday, the 25:h ult. in 
honor of their recent triumph. 


New Orleans. The New Orleans True American 
states that during the week ending on the 29th ult. 
about ten thousand persons arrived in that city. 


Ohio river. The Wheeling Times, of the 7th and 
Cincinnati Republican, of the 5th December, represent 
the river as in fine navigable order. 


For Oregon. _ A number of young men at Portland, 
Maine, are getting up a company to go to the Oregon 
territory. 


The ophthalma prevails among the children at the 
Philadelphia almshouse, and we learn that eighteen or 
twenty of them have lost one eye by this disease, and 
that one or two have become entirely bliad. The dis- 
ease is highly contagious, and ualess some new ar- 
rangements are adopted for separating, those laboring 
under it from the other children, it is to be feared that 
it will not be eradicated. Cannot the guardians of the 


poor make some arrangements? Additional expense, | b 


if necessary, would certainly be properly incurred for 
this object. [Philad. North Amer. 

It is said that the Philadelphia almshouse has at this 
time 200 inmates more than at this period last year. 


Red Rwer.. The last accounts received at New Or- 
leans fron Alexandia, on the Red River, state that the 
health of that town had been restored, and the citizens 
had returned to theirhomes. ‘The deaths from feVer 
amounted to 105, all except 6 or 7 being males. The 
population of the town numbers only about 409. 


Reading rail road. 
that on Friday a train of 80 cars was conveyed to that 
city on the Reading rail road by one locomotive. ‘The 
freight of the train was upwards of 340,000 Ibs. includ- 
ing 1,500 bbls. of flour and a quantity of iron. 


Rev. Joseph Wolf, the missionary. _ This eccentric 
convert from Judaism, after wandering for. twenty 
years in: Europe, Asia, Africa and America, pro- 
claiming every where the gospel of Jesus Christ, has 
at length, it seems, settled down as the pastor of a 
small parish in Yorkshire, England. [N. Y. Observer. 


State stocks. $100,000 New York state stocks, bear- 
ing interest.at the rate of four and a half per cent. and 
issued in behalf of the New York and_ Erie rail road, 
was sold this morning by Bleeker & Co. and brought 
90 per cent. [N. ¥. Jour. Com. 


Specie. $290,000 in specie have been recetyed in N. 
York trom Indiaua in charge of the fund commissioner 
of that state. ‘This compleies the payment for the next 
semi-annual dividend on the state stuck, payable in 
London. | 


Steamers. The steam ship: Natchez reached New 
Orleans on. the 29:h ult. ia ;70 hours, from» Havana.— 
The U.S. sloop ef war Warren was at H.—uall well. 

The North S:. Louis, on her passage down the Mis- 
sissippi, when about six miles below Jefferson City, 
struck a snag breaking her nearly in two, and sunk in 
10 feet waver. She is supposed-tu bea total loss. Her 
cargo was bale rope principally. 

We look with much inierestto the result of the first 
voyage of the iron steamboat, Valley Forge, which was 
to leave Pittsburg on Saturday last,on her first trip to 


The Philadelphia Herald states | 
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The Valley Forge is rendered snag proof bythe subs 
division of her hull ito four separate apartinents, each 
—, water tight; she is fire proof, in virtue of the 
material of which the entire jiu!l is constructed, and of 
the presence of a complete and powerful.fire engine; 
she is proof against ; because she is provide 
with Kyans’ safety guard, which makes sion 1m- 
possible; she is provided with every improvement of 
cabin and state room that may secure the comfort and 
convenience of passengers. 


Savage. A London paper says that the barbarous 
practice of branding a deserter was performed a sliort 
time since at the tower, on a Bree belonging to the 
fusileer guards. ‘The poor fellow suffered a great deal 
of of ch the letter D was being indelibly stamped 
On his back. 


Tobacco. We learn from the North American that 
the quantity of tobaceo inspected at the city tobacco 
warehouse of Philadelphia, during the year ending on 
the 29th November, was 2,531 hogsheads—being 1,841 
hhds. Jess than in the year 1838. The editor remarks: 

Although the establishment of a tobacco depot in 
this city was not expected to yield a profit to the cor- 
poration at once, yet it was calculated that it would 
secure to it a portion of this trade, which would add 
more or less to. the interests of many of its citizens, 
and in the end, perhaps, yield an income from its re- 
ceipts. 


Temperance statistics. The annual report. of the 
American ‘l'emperance Union states that in Massa- 
chusetts, from 15 to 20,000 persons have, within, the 
last sca signed the pledge to abstain from all intoxicat- 
ing liquors. In New York city, more than 10,000, In 
Phila elphia more than 4,000. The New York Sea- 
men’s J'emperance society reports 200 captains and 
2,000, seamen as regular and consistent members. 

he amount of domestic spirits inspected at the 
public office in New York in 1838, was but little more 
than half as great as that inspected in 1837. Inthe 
same year there was a decrease in imported spirits of 
twenty-five per cent. Of 1,200 distilleries once .in 
operatien in the state of New York, not 200 now re- 
main. ‘I'he chief of these are nine in the yicinity of 
the city, much upheld by the manufactories of imita- 
tion wines... In Massachusetts, in 1834, there were 118 
distilleries; in 1837 there were only 46. 


Texas. The Courrier des Etats Unis says, “the ar- 
rival by the Liverpool of M. de Saligny minister of 
France to Texas, is a new pledge given of the alliance 
contracted between the two countries.” 

The Memphis Enquirer thus notices the tide of emi- 
gration from ‘T’ennessee to ‘Texas: “The fall emigra- 
tion to Texas through our town is now considerable.— 
Scarcely a wagon passes destined fur the promising 
young republic, without being embellished with, that 
family appurtenance, western babies. ‘The Tennessee 
stock transplanted into the healthful and vigorous 
climate west of the Sabine, will grow up a race of 
western giants! Many of them in their pratling in- 
fancy, have lungs that completely overwhelm the mu- 
sical roarings of the assinine teams that convey them 

> 
The case of the Texian ambassador to France-+who 
had been arrested fur debt in New York and urged the 
plea of exemption on the score of his official character, 
has been decided in his favor in the superior court,— 
His honor, judge Oakley, delivered an elaborate opi- 
nion, in which he cited numerous authorities, and con- 


gaily tree from all liabiliues of arrest or detentiow while 
acting in his official capacity, as ambassador. from 2 
foreign government, and therefore ordered his imme- 
diate release from custody. 

Chief.justice Jones remarked that himself and his 
honor judge Talmadge, had each prepared a_ brief 
statement of opinion, but that judge Oakley had so 
fully expressed the views entertained by them, that 
the reading of their opinion was rendered thereby uh- 
necessary. : 


The packet ship Ville de Lyons, which left Havre on 
the 6th October for New York, with a number of pas- 
séngers and a valuable cargo, has not since been heard 
of, except a rumor that the captain of the steamship 
Liverpool hearing some remarks made about the nen- 
arrival of the Ville de Lyons, stated diat on the-mor- 
ing she left Liverpool, while signing her, bills of lading, 
he heard a rumor thata Havre. packet had put into 
Cork in distress, dismasted and bowsprit ¢arried away- 


_ The iron trade. An English periodical ‘states, that 
in Great Britain, there are 239 furnaces in blast; 14.out 
of blast; 31 building, and 83 contemplated... 'The,an- 
nual produce of iron is 1,008,280 tons. ‘The weekly 
' produce 19,390 tons of iron, and 9,000 tons of bar-iran. 
To produce this quanti'y 3,000,000 tons of coal are re- 
quired. and the labor of 40,000 persons. 


Velocity of lightning, We frequently here, persons 
speak ot doing things “quicker than lightning,” which, 
if true, must be done in “little less than no time,” as it 
has lately been ascertained by series of ingenious ex- 
periments that the velocity at which. lightung, or the 
electric fluid moves, 1s not less than 200,000 milés in a 
single second of time! ' 


Wane... The vintage in Champagne has. been tolera- 
bly. good this year; the quantity is an average; the 
}quality it is thought will be superior; [French paper. 





cluded with the decision, that the defendant was le- . 
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